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Spalt. Whereas in other districts trading had started already at the beginning of Septem-
ber, farmers in Spalt were entirely opposed to selling at prevailing bids. For this reason during
the first half of September supplies were available only through the cooperative which accumu-
lated considerable quantities of Spalt hops and was able to dispose of an important percentage
of same. B

Farmers realized only too late that a single district of production cannot change develop-
ments on the world market. Small quantities had been sold at DM 660.— but more impor-
tant trading started as late as September 19th on a basis of DM 550.—, A considerable propor-
tion of demand, however, had in the meantime shifted to Tettnang and other districts so that
trading remained intermittent. Further decreases in quotations were inevitable. Prices went down
to DM 500.— by the end of September/beginning of October and to DM 450,— at the begin-
ning of November 1958. )

About that time, an estimated 10 pércent of the crop were still in first hands, when the
Producers’ Cooperative decided to handle this supply so that the problem of stocks on farms
was taken care of. - ‘

Tettnang. First purchases at DM 720.— were effected during the last days of August,
This basis began soon to crumble although a constant demand was in effect. The low point of
DM 540.—/520.— was reached on September 12th, Increased demand on this basis resulted in
an upswing of prices by leaps and bounds and DM 600. —/620.— was paid again on September
15th. The supply had already been sold to a considerable extent and a basis of DM 600.—,
therefore, could be maintained with occasional oscillations until the district was sold out com-

- pletely by the end of September 1958, : . .

It must be noted especially that the rapid sale of Tettnang hops was stimulated by the fact

' that farmers in Spalt were unwilling to sell.

Hersbrucker Gebirge. Trading in this district started at the beginning of September,

. Initial quotations stood at DM 560,—/580,— but were reduced to DM 530.—/520.— within one
i week as a consequence of the general trend. A low point with DM 420,—/400.— occurred on
- September 11th after which the general market situation was reflected in demands up to
*.DM 450.—. Slower trading during the second half of September made prices decrease to
"DM 420.— again. and final lots changed hands until about mid-October at DM 380.—/400.—.

Hersbruck hops were rather aitractively priced in relation to other hops and sold without
difficulties under constant normal trading. ' '

Whurttemberg. The market for the late varieties from this district opened about Sep-
tember 20th, First lots were handled at about DM 440.—/450.— but prices decreased soon to
DM 420.—/400.—. The Producers’ Cooperative accepted regular quantities and the district was
sold out rapidly.

Activities on the Niirnberg Market continue o be hampered by an adverse decision regard-
ing the turnover tax. It would be to the interest of the entire hop economy if brokers at the
Niirnberg Market would continue to be favoured by the provision of § 53 of the Tax Law |
(Turnover Tax) as has been the case since 1921. Market activities were limited furthermore by

" the constantly bearish tendency. This left no room for inter-trade activities which come into

effect mostly to equalize prices as sudden turns occur in the market.

At the beginning of September trading was mostly in Spalt, Tettnang and Hersbruck hops
whereas the supply of Hallertau hops on farms appeared more attractive. Market quotations had
to be lowered constantly in accordance with the general tendency.

Demand on the Niirnberg Market picked up at the beginning of 1959 when stocks on farms

" had been mostly exhausted. Until February Hallertau hops were traded at about DM 400.—/

425.— while Spalt hops cost DM 460.-—/480.— and Tetinang hops were quoted nominally at
DM 490.—/500.—.

Trading was very limited always and stagnated completely at times. Hallertau hops went
down to DM 380.— in March, DM 300.— in April and about DM 280.— in May 1959. Prices
for Spalt hops conformed practically to the same basis as Hallertau hops in contrast to Tett-
nang hops which decreased only until DM 340.— in May on the basis of limited supply (all
quotations based on prices for interim packed hops).

During the discussions in the autumn of 1957 between the Bundesministerium fuer Land-
wirtschaft and the Hop Industry further talks regarding the embargo for hops were scheduled
if and when the appointed acreage of 21,745 acres for 1958 should be attained. This has been
realized but all applications for a removal of hops from the embargo list have been denied. The
authorities seem to be under the apprehension that considerable legal doubts would arise in
connection with the European Common Market if hops on a later occasion should be put once
more on the embargo list,

[n theé meantime, the market development for crop 1958 made any dirigism superfluous,
As the world market was amply supplied with hops, the Aussenhandelsstelle fuer Erzeugnisse
der Ernaehrung und Landwirtschaft was instructed to grant all applications for the export of
German hops.
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_ Practically, however, authorities can intervene in the exporis of hops at any moment as
shipments continue to depend upon licences. Compared with tﬂ

ments of the hop acreage it appears illogical that hops are-m
ought to be amended without undue delay.

e discontinuation of official allo$-
aintained on-the embargo list. -This
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After the stormy hop season 1957/58 some anxiety reigned in all circles concerned regard-
ing the coming crop 1958. The world market’s underlying firm tendency, however, gradually
disappeared until the autumn 1958 as several factors emerged to indicate a possible easier mar-

ket situation, These were:

!

a considerable increase of hop acreages in the spring of 1958 in all hop

producing countries,

decreased hopping rates as a result of high bitter values for crop 1957
resulting in reduced hop usage,

a smaller increase in beer sales as against rapid developments of beer
output during the preceding years,

favourable development of the hops in 1958.

rs in the beginning of the season 1958, -

-—0

‘ All these factors together provided the psychological basis for a waiting attitude of the.
brewe '
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Official Crop
Statistics

Verticillium
Wilt

Machine Picking

German Hop
Exports 1958

- Hop prices in the USA remained relatively unchanged. until October 1958 as practically
the entire crop had been under contract. The German market, however, under the impression of
a big crop set the pace for the weak tendency. All other European proveniences followed and the
overages of the USA crop 1938 finally followed as well.

The hop market’s development in 1958 has shown once again that even small disparities
either of supply or demand suffice to set the general trend for the pricing situation.

‘It seems appropriate to note that official figures of hops weighed in Germany which in their
total are quite correct, do not always conform to the day by day progress of purchasing. It
appears that field offices, especially in the districts of Spalt and Wurttemberg, are sometimes
swamped with work and figures published are then 2 summary of proceedings for alonger period
instead of daily totals.

 Whereas this disease was less to be notedin 1957, it appeared stronger in 1958. In the
Hallertau a total of about 200 to 220 acres has been infected. This area is distributed among 120
farms in 41 villages. S

The crop result in total is not influenced as yet. Infections vary in extent from hop yard to
hop yard. Authorities up to now had no occasion to order the ploughing out of hop yards which
is mandatory only if more than 30 percent of the vines are infected. No acreage has come to that
stage as farmers prefer to plough out voluntarily if the disease begins to spread. :

_Verticillium Wilt continues to be a serious menace. Authorities endeavour to apply protec-
tive measures. Cooperation from farmers, however, is somewhat lacking as many have not yet
realized the seriousness of the situation and do not give the necessary notice of new outbreaks
of infection. :

N Additional hop piéking machines went into use, There were 33 machines at work during
the harvest of 1938 which took care of about 4% of the crop. :

Export of German Hops Crop 1958
September 1st, 1958 — March 31st, 1959
Country ' " lba. 1bs, Country . tbs. - Iba.

Demmark'. | . L1 567244 bofow o 129,190 | 10,349,278
D k. ... ... y

Fi:?glﬁr ........ 130,512 French Equat, Africa . 2,646

France . . . . . . .. 1,496,042 French Weat Afriea . . . 33,069

Greece . . . . ., . .. 11,023 Ghana . . . . . . . .. 9,921

Great Britain . . . . . . 210,980 Canary Islands . . . . . 22,266

Italy . . . ., . ..., 762,351 Einya-Uganda ..... ﬁ ,gig _

uxembourg . . . . . . 131,61 ibya . . . . .. ...

Maa T 23810 Madagasear . . . . . . 2,866

Netherlands . . . . . . 430,999 MPW‘EEO ' 91,050

Norway . . . . . . .. 173,502 Nigeria . . . .. ... 16,535

Austrie . . . . . . .. 902,563 Port. East Afriea . . . . 7,937

Portugal . , . . . . . . 268,741 " Rhodesia . . . . . . .. 80,909

Saar . . . . . . ... 128,969 Roanda-Urundi . . . | . 9,259

Spain . . . ... ... 3,307 . Span, North Africa . 6,614

Sweden . . . . ... .| 356882 Sudan . . ... . . ... 7937

Switzerland . . . . . . . 624,784 - ~ Union of South Africa . . 152,117

% %7305 * South West Africa 10,582 A

arope . . . . . . . . N 7,037, Afviea . . . . . 616,187

Argentine . . . . . . ., 109,1 , .

Bolivia. . . . . . . .. 1,984 E{YP“;{S -------- 13.839

Brazil . . . . . .. .. 238,979 I ﬁ?g ong . . . . . . 11»(]23

Brit. West Indies - . . . 4,630 Indla e 42,990

Canada . . . .. . .. 30,644 ndonesia 00

Chile . ... ..... 1,323 {fﬂq ---------- (b4

Colombia . . . . . .. 118,167 Jran """""" 198,681

CostaRica . . . . . . . 3,307 LaIIJ)an """""" 1400

Mexico . . . . . . . . . 2205 ebanon . . . . ... . | e
Panama-Canal-Zone . . . 3,307 Ilglaé:'aya -------- R

Pera . . .. ..... 3,307 akistan . . ... '

8 18208 Philippinelsl, . . . . . . 66,579

Ul‘gg‘j\lay ........ 25481959 Singapore ....... ll,ggg A

SA L ,548, Sy o'

Venerusla . . . . . . . 227,735 Thailand . . . . . . . 331069

America . . . . . . . 3,311,973 Asia . . . 738,100
Ethiopia . . . . . . . . 8,318 Ausgtralia . . . . . . . 8,818

plgiers . .. 61288 French Pacific Isl. . . 7,055
CAngola ... .. . L. . :

Belgian Congo . . . . . 38:140 Aunsipalia . . . . . . 15,873
ef. . ..o 129,190 | 10,349,278 Total . . . . . . ... 11,719,438

— 10 —



The following lots of ‘hgps were imported from September 1st, 1958, to March 31st, 1959. German Hop
Imports 1958

Belgium . . . . . . . ."119048 bbs. bf . . . . . . . . 253088 lbs.
France . . . . . . . . = 441 Austria . . . . . . . 441 ,,
Great Britain . . . . . . 5732 Czechoslovakia . . . . 238,097 ,,
Jugoslavia . . . . . . . 125442 Hungary . . . . . . 14,109 -
Netherlands . . . . . . 2425 ,, usa. . . . . . . . 169,267 ,,
c.f. . . . . . . . . . 253088 lbs. Total . . . . . . . 2,196,002 lbs.
Verification of the hop acreage in Germany during 1958 resulted in the following figures: Hop Acreage
1958
o 1939 1958 |
Distriots Acreage urExisting acreage | Additional acreage Total
acres acres acres acres
Hallertau 11,317 - 13,215 1,238 14,453
Spalt 2,276 2,207 235 2,442
Hersbruck. 2,118 1,530 166 1,696
- Jura 200 347 107 454
Tettnang *) — 27 7 34
Aischgrund/other distr. 200 17 — 17
Bavaria 16,111 17,343 1,753 19,096
Wurttemberg/RHW. 1,223 477 30 507
Tettnang**) 1,636 1,737 198 7 1,935
Baden 440 72 10 82
Baden-Wurtiemberg 3,299 2,286 238 2,524
Pfalz : 151 67 7 74
. Rheinland-Pfalz 151 67 7 74
Germany 19,561 19,696 _ 1,998 21,694
*) areas in Bavaria **) except areas in Bavaria
The Bundesministerium fuer Erndhrung, Landwirtschaft und Forsten on Qctober 24 th,
1957, alloted a total hop acreage in Germany to the extent of 8800 ha (abt. 21,750 acres) for
1958. Actual plantings have reached this figure. In Bavaria the alloted acreage has even been
somewhat exceeded whereas the expansion of hop yards in Baden-Wurttemberg and in Rhein-
land-Pfalz was not quite up to the allotment.
Newspapers reported in 1958 about a legal decision according to which official allotments Hop Acreage
of acreage for vineyards had no basis in law and were null and void, Private legal proceedings 1959
at the Landgericht Miinchen Il led to the same decision regarding the planting of hops
(I Qs 245/58). The Bundesministerium fuer Landwirtschaff und Forsten issued a communication
(Il A4-2232.1-529/58) on December 2nd, 1958, according to which the legal basis for acreage
allotments is now under examination. Allotments will be discontinued until further notice.
Hops, therefore, can now be planted anywhere in Germany. Against an uncontrolled
expansion of acreage, however, stands the fact that new hop yards are expensive whereas prices
show a downward trend.
The Bayerische Staatsministerium fuer Landwirtschaft und Forsten in the meantime con-
tinues the annual survey of hop acreage which took place from May 19 th/May 31st, 1959, The
acreage figures thus obtained are an indispensable basis for reliable estimates of the growing
crop.
In estimating the efforts for increased hop production, the hop acreage alone is not a Acreage and
sufficient indicator. The development of yields per acre, too, would have to be taken into con- Production

sideration as careful tending of the gardens and intensive cultivation have resulted in remarkable
improvements against former times.
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Inter-German
Trade (I.D.H.)

Deutsche
Demokratischs
Republik
(D.D.R)

The development of hop production in Germany is shown in the following table:

Hop Production in Germany

Acreage Yield Pounds Production

Year Pound

acres per acre ounds
1936 24,495 904 22,151,270
1937 21,453 1,095 23,493,099
1938 20,492 1,073 21,982,728
1939 19,560 1,250 24,450,337
1949 ' 13,882 922 12,793,073
1950 16,855 1,260 21,235,038
1951 18,021 1,571 28,313,347
1952 ‘ 18,609 1,233 22,949,776
1953 21,008 ‘ 1,875 39,398,407
1954 19,882 1,596 31,723,092
1955 19,187 1,478 28,350,164
1956 19,222 1,614 31,027,430
1957 19,674 1,637 32,214,938
1958 21,6753%) 1,770 38,370,071

*) includes about 2000 acres new gardens

Even if hop production in Germany after the war has been hampered by acreage allot-
ments, improved cultivation and fertilization has resulted in increased production. On a smaller
acreage than before the war (the acreage in 1958 includes about 2,000 acres new gardens) from
1950 onwards constantly bigger harvests were produced than before the war which contributed
to an inereased supply on the hop world market.

The Deutsche Demokratische Republik (D, D R.) produced about 2.2 million lbs. of hops
in 1958, This harvest contributed to the fact that purchases -of hops in Western Germany were

smaller than the year before. During the season 1958/1959 the following amounts were at dispo-
sal of the D, D.R.:

Treaty 1958

number A. 3824 of Sept. 13th, 1938 . . . . . . . . . . DM 3,600,000,
Treaty 1959 N _
number A. 4829 of Dec. 24th, 1958 . . . . . . . . . . DM 8,000,000.—

Delivery of hops crop 1958 from Western Germany may be estimated at 11,200 cwis.
About 7,600 cwts. were delivered almost exclusively by the Producers’ Cooperative in Decem-
ber 1958 ex treaty 1958. A considerable quantity of hops seems to have been ordered from
Czechoslovakia. As late as April/May 1959 an additional purchase of about 3,600 cwts. only ex
treaty 1959 was effected in \’(F/)estern Germany, this time mostly from dealers.

1958 was a fine hop year, even if a storm on August 1st destroyed the trellises on about
180 acres and caused further damages in hop yards. There were scarcely any pests or diseases
with the exception of Aphids which appeared strongly just about picking time. Sprayings were
not admissible thus late in the season and damages resulted on those hops which were picked
last during the harvest. Precipitations were as follows:

Jan. | Febr. | March April - May ] _]uné | july | Ai-]g‘. | Sef)t.
442 | 496 | 446 | 433 | 1037 | 1029 | 556 | 576 |30lmm

The plants were off to a slow start after a relatively mild winter but growth improved con-
siderably during the humid early summer. Fine sunshiny weather in August benefited the gar-
dens. The vines reached the height of the trellises at the beginning of July. Bloom started
during the last decade of July. The plants showed a vigorous aspect and had a good overhang.
A considerable growth of leaves, however, excluded sunshine and resulted in not completely
closed cones on the lower third of the vines.

Picking started generally on August 25th, 1958, and was finished under fine weather by
September 10th. There were sufficient pidcers available. One picking machine of English eon-
struction was in operation.
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Bitter values of hops in the D,D.R., too, were lower than the year before. The colour
suffered from an infestation of aphids especially in late harvested lots. The whole crop was
handled at official prices (Dmark East) and graded as follows:

11.— % Grade 1 DM 1,000.— per 50 kilos 2.5% Grade IV DM 700.— per 50 kilos
69.—% , 1 90— , 50 , 25% , V ., 600.— , 50 ,
15.~% o [ . 800~ . 50 .

The efforts to develop the cultivation of hops within the D.D.R. have led to a remark:ble
success. Further expansions of hop acreage may be expected.

In 1958 the weather was favourable for hops. Precipitations were distributed as follows:

_7 _]an_ Febr. March | April | May | June ’ July | ‘- Aug. | Sept, N
359 | 357 | 532 | 526 | 373 | 573 | 6.07 | 1375 | 16.2mm_

Pests and diseases were rarely to be noted and held in check by preventive sprayings. The
plants reached the height of the trellises by mid-June. Bloom started sporadically at the begin-
ning of June. Favourable weather until mid-August benefited the Ripening of the hops.

Picking started already on August 16th and was finished under dry weather conditions on
September 8th, 1958, There was no lack of pickers.

The Quality of crop 1958 was judged not quite so good as last year. The grading was
23% choice, 70% medium and 7% offgrade. Payments to farmers are made aceording to official
rates. All hops went into consumption. '

Unfavourable weather during the spring of 1958 delayed the Uncovering and Cutting of

the hops. There were ample precipitations by the end of March/beginning of April, sometimes
still intermingled with Snowfalls,

| April | May | June | Juy | Aug. | Sept. |
Saaz 19.4 66.8 59.7 136.6 64.2 50.5 mm
Auscha 19.8 89.5 103.4 116.2 52.7 40.3 mm

Warmer weather in- May benefited growth, During the following months, too, the hops were
favoured by warm weather and showed a good development in spite of oceasional cool nights.
The plants attalned the height of the trellises by the end of June. Downy Mildew was a conse-
quence of strong rains especially in July but was controlled by sprayings. Bloom started at the
beginning of July.

Generally, the hops showed a good overhang, A heavy Storm on August 1st, 1958, caused
considerable damages on about 1,400 acres of hop gardens.

Picking started on August 25th and was finished on September 18th under fine weather.
72 picking machines are in operation and harvest about 30% of the crop.

Saaz hops crop 1958 were of good Quality and fine green colour and had the wellknown
aroma. The cones were uniformely sized but somewhat bigger than last year. The crop was graded
as two thirds cholce and one third medium. There were scarcely any offgrade lots.

The entire crop had been delivered until November 30th to the state centers which paid
the official prices to farmers. The sale of hops abroad did not go so smoothly as in former years,
a consequence of the big world crop. Prices were reduced later in the season.

~In the Sanntal (Slovenia) the hops showed a fine development under warmer weather
in May 1958 after ample rainfalls during the preceding winter and spring.

Jan. | Febr. March | April |- May June July | Aug. Sept.

7 The hot and dry weather continued until mid-June so that early cut gardens started
Premature Blooming and were in full Bloom at that time. Cooler and rainy weather during
the second half of June benefited late gardens which continued growing. The height of the
trellises was attained at the beginning of July. Generally, however, the stand of the gardens was
under average and the vines remained pointed. The sat was sparse and frregular. Cones developed
to exceptional size especially at the top of the plants and did not ripen entirely on the lower
third of the vines.

Picking started in early gardens already during the second half of July, was in full swing
on August 10th and finished under good weather conditions on August 25th. There was no
scarcity of labour.

The hops crop 1958 showed more irregularly sized cones than normal. The hops were of
good colour and the Quality was graded as follows: 90% choice, 6.5% medium and 3.5% off-
grade, Prices to farmers were as follows: :

Grade I Dinar 28,500.— per 50 kilos Grade 11l Dinar 21,000.~ per 50 kilos
Grade I , 27,500.— , 50 Grade IV, 12,500.— , 50 ,,

1127 | 1000 | 713 | 76.8 | 40.7 1623 | 98.6 90,5 [117.1 mm].

Poland

Czechoslovakia

Jugoslavia



Hungary

Belgium

* Hop prices had to be increased as against the preceding year as fertilizer and picking ex-
penses rode: Farmers received a premium in produce for delivery of hops grade I and Il consist-
ing of 1.5 kilos of straw and —.5 kilos of corn on the cob per kilo of hops.

The sale of Styrian hops crop 1958 was effected as usval within a few days.

Exports of crop 1958 may be estimated at about 36,700 cwts. There seems to have remained
a small lot of unsold hops on stock.

The acreage 1958 included about 1,900 acres of new plantings which produced a partial
crop and in this way contributed to the total harvest result,

Backa. The plants developed vigorously under fine spring weather and attained the height
of the trellises during the first half of June 1958, The weather was almost constantly warm with
little rains from the beginning of July until mid-September. The gardens were in full Bloom about
the end of July. The plants remained mostly pointed but the cones on the lower third of the vines
ripened well, '

Picking startet on August 25th and was finished under dry weather on September 10th.
There were sufficient pickers available. The entire crop is picked by hand.

The hops were of fine green colour and very good Quality. The cones were of normal size.
The crop was graded as follows: 91% choice, 7% medium, 2% offgrade.

The Backa was sold out until October 15th, 1958. Official prices are paid to farmers. The
acreage of about 1,850 acres included about 625 acres new gardens.

Hop yards suffered in growth under a dry summer in 1958. Preventive sprayings against
pests and diseases were effected every two or three weeks so that no damages resulted. Espe-
cial dryness reigned during the month of May with temperaturés up to 25/28° C. Total precipita-
tions from January 1st to September 30th, 1958, were only from 357 to 418 mm.

The plants reached the height of the trellises in mid- June. Early varieties remained pointed
whereas late varieties showed a good overhang. Bloom was in July.

Picking started on August- 10th and was finished under dry weather conditions on Septem-
ber 20th. The hops were well ripened under the influence of dry weather and the colour was
yellowish green. The Qualities were graded as follows: 43% choice, 52% medium, 5% offgrade.
The total acreage in Hungary was about 400 acres of which about 30 acres new gardens. It is
intended to increase the acreage. : :

In the district of Alost there were no frost damages as a consequence of the mild winter

1957/58. A late spring brought good growing conditions for the hops only after mid-April, Preci-
pitations were as follows:

_]an.. Febr. March | Apfil | May | June | July |.Aug‘. | Sept.
67.8 112.5 247 | 391 | 542 | 562 | 121.8 | 662 | 60.8mm

The delay in growth was offset in May under warm and favourable weather coupled with
ample rainfalls. These good conditions continued through June and the hops attained the height
of the trellises at the beginning of July. Bloom started around July 20th. The general aspect of
the gardens was good and healthy but the plants had remained relatively pointed.

Picking started sporadically on August 20th, was general by the end of that month and
finished under good weather about September 20th. There was no lack of labour., Nine picking
machines are in operation. ‘

Quality and colour of the crop 1958 was judged equal to the year before with the excep-

tion of somewhat bigger sized cones. The crop was graded as follows: 60% choice, 15% medium,
25% offgrade.

Only small lots were traded at the beginning of the season when farmers demanded
bfrs, 6,000.—. Until mid-Septamber, prices were reduced to birs. 5,500.—/5,000,— but the down-
ward trend soon became sttonger and quotations stood at bfrs. 4,000.— at the beginning of October,
only to reach bfrs, 3,500.— in mid-October. At the end of October beginning of November a
basis of bfrs. 3,200.—/3,000.— was attained, Last available lots were handled somewhat lower
still until the crop was sold out by the end of the year 1958.

In Poperinghe good weather conditions prevailed for the growth of crop 1958, The wea-
ther benefited the plants especially in May and ample rainfalls in June were welcome.

Jan. | Febr. | March | Aprii | May | June July | Aug. Sept.
595 | 987 | 314 | 306 | 568 | 700 833 | 799 | 4.7mm

Downy Mildew appeared sporadically but could be held in check by customary sprayings.
A Thunderstorm on July 13th caused local damages and about 30/40 acres hop yards were
pushed over at the end of August.
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The vines reached the height of the trellises during the first decade of July and blooming
started about July 5th. The gardens were in full Bloom in mid-July. The plants showed a good
development and luxuriant overhang. Cones on the lower parts of the vine ripened. _

Picking of early varieties started on August 28th/29th, was general on September 1st and
finished about September 15th. The weather during harvest was fine and sunny. There were
sufficient pickers available. 15 picking machines, which harvest about 10% of the crop are in
operation. '

The hops were better in Quality and colour than the yeal; before although Wind Whipping
and occasional seeded lots were to be noted. The crop was graded as follows: 60 % choice, 20%
medium, 20 % offgrade. '

There was only sporadic trading at the beginning of the season as all circles were waiting
for developments of prices on the world market. Prices of advance contracts for Hallertau
variety hops crop 1958 had increased from bfrs. 6,000.— in October 1957 to bfrs, 8,000.— by
the middle of August 1958.

Quotations stdrted in mid-September 1958 on a basis of bfrs, 5,000.— and fell to
bfrs. 4,000.— at the beginning of October to reach bfrs, 3,500.— at the beginning of November.
Special varieties commanded a somewhat higher price. The crop was not completely sold out.
There remained about 1,500 cwts. unsold on farms at the beginning of March 1959.

The following quantities of hops crop 1958 have been imported from September 1st, 1958,
until January 31st, 1959: ' ' .

__.._..!EEL.._...‘ - ' .___M'_
Western Germany . . . 680,780 bt . . . . . . .. 1,080,033
USA. . . . . .. 390,876 England . . . . . . 197,312
France . . . . . . 4,850 Czechoslovakia . . . . . 841,716
Netherlands . . . . . 3,527 Jugoslavia . . . . . 181,218
ek . . . ... 1,080,033 Total . . . . . . . 2,300,279
t='

Exports of Belgian hops from September 1st, 1958, until January 31st, 1959, are shown as
follows: l

Ibs. lbs.

Belgian Congo . 12,787 T 623,240
Ruanda-Urundi . . 4409 | Malta . . . . . . . 661
Western Germany . . . 99,648 Mogambique . . . . . 1,543
Austria . . . . . . 126,544 Norway . . . . . . 22,266
Brazil . .. . 7,937 Netherlands . . 63,052
Denmark . 150,354 Roumania . 41,887
U.S:A. 183,202 England C | 44974
Malaya . . . . . . 220 ‘Singapore . . . . . |7 6614
Finland . . . . . . 8,818 Sudan . . . . . . . 2,866
Franee . . . . . . 21,164 Sweden . . . . . . 28,219
India . .. . . . . 4,189 Switzerland .. ... . . 24,471
[reland Ce e 3,748 Union of South Africa . 882
Kenya-Uganda . . . . 220 Total . . . . . , . 860,675 |
T S 623,240 | , —
Precipitations in France were distributed as follows: ‘

Jan. | Febr. | March | April | May | June July | Aug. Sept.
Alsace 66.1 | 130.1 141 ‘ 28.5 86.1 79.7 874 | 1099 | 65.5mm
North | 12,9 43.1 826 | 71.0 83.3 | 49.0mm

In the Alsace there occurred no frost damage during the winter 1957/58. Weather con-

ditions in general were favourable for the development of hops, Growth was somewhat hampered-

in April 1958 by the late winter and cool spring but the plants were benefited by sunshiny warm
weather in May and timely rains in June. The height of the trellises was attained at the beginning
of July, The plants showed a good overhang and Bloom which started around July 10th was

favoured by warm weather. The Formation of the Cones, too, benefited by the weather and the

cones on the lower third of the vines ripened. '

A very heavy Thunderstorm with extremely strong Hails on August 11th resulted in

extensive damages especially in the districts of Wantzenau and Ackerland. High winds wetre
experienced several times during the season. The Alsace hops, crop 1958, therefore, showed
Wind Whipping on a more extensivé scale, o

Picking started on September 4th/5th and was finished under sunny weather conditions
within three weeks although pickers were scarce. 36 picking machines are in operation. The
Alsace hops showed a nice content of lupulin and uniformly coloured cones. The Quality was
graded as follows: 92% choice, 6 % medium, 2% offgrade. :
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-+ Prices to farmers resulted from a retainer of ffrs. 35,000.— per cwt. and- two subsequent
instalments and résulted in a total price from ffrs, 40,000:— to ffrs. 46,000.— according to qua-
lity. Alsace hops changed quickly into second hands as -especiallﬁ the French brewing industry
was apprehensive of the possibility of limited import licences for hops.

In Flandres a mild winter of long duration was followed by a dry spring. Pests and
Diseases were held in check by sprayings which were effected up to 20 times, The plants attain-
ed the height of the trellises at the beginning of July and were in full Bloom by the end of
that month.” The vines were well developed and showed a norinal overhang., On the average,
growth was not so luxuriant as in former years but there were scarcely any pointed stands. The
hops ripened well under favourable weather conditions and especially in August the Formation
of the Cones and the Ripening-benefited from favourable weather.

Picking started on September 1st and was finished under excellent weather by the end of
that month. There were sufficient pickers available. Four picking machines are in operation which
harvest about 12% of the.crop. The yield was about 10% greater than in 1957, . '

* : Cones were normally sized and of uniform colour, The Quality of the crop was graded as
follows: 30% choice, 50% medium, 20% offgrade. Initial quotations at the start of September
were ffrs. 60,000.—. These prices, however, could not be maintained and sank to frs. 45,000,—
in mid-September. Quotations were firs. 40,000,— at the beginning of October and receded
farther until ffrs. 35,000.— during the season. Sales were somewhat sluggish. There remained
about 1,500 cwis. unsold on farms at the beginning of the year 1959 which only slowly and
in small lots passed into consumption. o :

- French hop imports for the calendar 'yéar 1958 were as follows:

1958 Total

o Countries Jon e Jme Tty Dee. Ibs.
Belgium-Luxembourg . 77,161 34,612 | 111,773
Western Germany . 1,537,047 88,404 1,625,451
England 184,084 183,202 367,286
Jugoslavia . . 36,817 150,795 |.... 187,612
Czechoslovakia . 425,267 158,070. .| - 583,337
USSR, . 2,646 — : - 2,646
Total -~ . 2,263,022 615,083 2,878,105
" Exports of French hops in 1958 were as follows !
Destination i _]an.l-b—s_‘]uge Jul}fl;sl?ec. lgsﬁ;,.;‘,otél_
Algiers . . . . . 70,547 162,920 . | 233467
Belgiim-Luxembourg . 1,102 — 1,102
Cameroons 11,023 — 11,023
Madagascar 441 — 441
Martinique 441 — 441
New Caledonia . 2,205 — 2,205
Netherlands . — . 220 220
Norway . — 661 661
‘Switzerland — 4,850 4,850
Spain e e e e — 22,928 22,928
CVietnam - . . . .o . 130,733 — | 130,733
- “Total 216492 | 191,579 | 408,071

_ In Styria the hops could develop normally during the spring of 1958 under cool weather..
A very intense dry spell set in at the beginning of May which led to Premature Blooming in
early cut gardens, Welcome rains in June benefited the plants but overhang developed only
sporadically. The plants were in full Bloom about the end of June and the Cones developed
under fine weather conditions during July and August with occasional showers. Cones on the
lower third of the vines ripened. Picking was effected under good weather conditions from
August 16th until September 15th. ‘ ' '

G The Quality of the cropiwas 50% choice, 25% medium and 25% offgrade. Bitter valiiés
were quite good. A crop of 1,067 cwts. was harvested from an area of about 120 acres (of which.
about 38 acres new gardens). -

—16 —



In the district of Muehlviertel there were Snowfalls. and Frost until March 1958 and
April was cooler than normal. The hops progressed in May under warm and humid weather but
suffered locally from Hails. Later on, weather conditions were favourable for the development.
Sprayings against pests and diseases were effected up to eight and ten times. The plantsreached
the height of the trellises at the beginning of July and showed a strong overhang. Heavy Storms
at the beginning of August caused local damages. Picking started on August 25th and was finish-
ed under good weather conditions about September 14th. There was no scarcity of labour. The

hops crop 1958 were somewhat better in colour and Quality than the year before and were

graded as follows: 62% choice, 31% medium, 7% offgrade.

A normal spring 1958 was followed by distinctly fine and warm summer weather with
sufficient rains so that the gardens showed a very good development. Precipitations were as
follows: :

Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Noﬁ., Dec.

Jan. | Febr. | March | April | May | June | July
' 92 | 55 | 75 | 49 [78mm

79 120 | 28 71 | 84 | 121 90

On the average, eight to ten sprayings were effected against pests and diseases. The hops
were at the height of the trellises by the end of june and Bloom started during the first decade
of July. The plants showed a strong overhang but the cones on the lower third of the vines
ripened only sporadically.

Picking was favoured by good weather and lasted from August 23rd to September 10th.

About two thirds of the total crop are harvested by one picking machine. About 292 cwts. were
produced from about 22 acres {of which about 3.6 acres new gardens). The entire crop goes to
sponsoring breweries. Prices to farmers were sfrs. 650.— for 95% grade I, sfrs. 620.— for 4%
grade [l and sfrs. 600.— for the remainder of one percent grade III.

Trial plantings of hops in Lower California which were started in 1956 have given good
results, Yields of crop 1958 were about 9,400 lbs. per acre. :

No success resulted from trial plantings of hops with root stock from South Africa. It is
supposed that the limited hours of daylight under the Equator are insufficient for the vegetative
development of the hop plant.

Hops were cultivated in the North of this country before the war. According to information
now in hand, a crop of about 740 cwts. has been harvested in 1958 in the province of Rjanggando.
The acreage is not known. It seems, however, that an expansion is planned as a crop of
2,200 cwts, is expected in 1959.

The weather in 1958 was not especially favourable for hops. Growth was subjected to varied
influences under changeable weather conditions until July. Local damages were caused by
Thunderstorms and Squalls, Preventive sprayings were effected against Downy Mildew and
an attack of Red Spider could be controlled in good time.

Hop cultivation is still confined to the traditional four districts. No expansion into other
zones has been effected. Acreages in 1958 increased as follows: '

Galicia . . . . . .. . 305 acres
Len . . . . . . . .. 304. "
Asturias ., . . . ., . . 324 ”
Total . . . . . .. . . B366.9 acres
Less decrease in Vasco-Navarra . . . . . . . . . 164 "
Total increase

........ 350.5 acres

The harvest was not up to the expected result of 8,000 cwts, The Quality was graded as
follows: 55.8%0 choice, 42.9% medium, 1.3%s offgrade. The crop was distributed as follows:

Galicia . . . . . . . .2816 cwts.
Le6n . . . . . . . .. 3927
Asturias . . ., . . . . . 407
Vasco-Navarta . . . . . 77
Total . . . ... ... 7,227 cwts,

Switzerland

Mexico
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Korea
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Spring Work in the hop yards benefited from favourable weather conditions during the
spring of 1958, After that, however, the year brought a remarkable lack of sunshine together with
extremely strong Rainfalls. In Mid-Kent, especially, Thunderstorms arid heavy rains resulted in
damages. Sprayings against pests and diseases had to be effected most carefully under such
trying circumstances. It. can be noted that good results generally were due to farmers’ efforts in
tending the hops.

Picking started on August 26th/27th and was finished according to districts around October
7th/8th. Favourable weather in the beginning of the harvest was followed later on by heavy rains
and storms. '

The Quality of crop 1958 was better than expected. Golding varieties especially suffered
less from the wet season than originally anticipated. Fuggles hops which comprise more than two
thirds of the crop showed a wider range of qualities but were judged generally better in aroma
and lupulin than in 1957, Wind whipping was more prevalent than usual. The long harvest resulted
in over-ripened hops towards the close of the picking, The crop was graded as follows: 40%o
choice, 50%0 medium, 10%; offgrade.

The total crop attained to 116% of the basic quota. Machine picking is expanding and it
can be said that about two thirds of the acreage are mechanically harvested.

All contracted hops were delivered. Owing to the favourable quantitative result of the
harvest, the average price to farmers could be reduced to £ 27.5.6 per cwt.

Exports of English Hops Crop 1958
September 1st, 1958 — March 31 st, 1959
Country ewts, | Country . . ewts,

“Australia . . . e . et e e 1 8,261 fbf o o o oo 43,642
Belghm . . . . . . . .. ... ... 2,742 Channel Islands . . . . . . . . . ... 188
Belgian Conge . . . . . . . . . . . 8 Kenya . . . . . . . . . ... 139
Burma . . . . . . . . . . .. 63 Malta and Goze . . . . . . . . . . . 263
| Canada . . . . . ... .. 958 | Mauritius - - . - . . . . . L .. .. 1
Ceylon . . . . ... . ... ... 90 .Netherlands . . . . . . . . RN 358
Deamark . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 409 Norway - - - -« o« o o v .o 39
Germany-East . . . . . . . . . .. 1,993 Pacific Islands . . . . . . . . . 4
Germany-West . . . . . . . . . ., 132 Portugal . . . . . . .. ... 118
Fifi-Islands . . . . . . . . . .. .. .9 Rhodesia and Nyassa . . . . . . . . 510
Finfand . . . . . . e 326 Singapore . e e e e .. 648
France . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 179 Union of South Africa e 1,277
Ghana . . . . . . . .« . .. 5 South West Afriecn . . . . . . ., f
Hongkong . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 Swedem . - . . . ... ... . 202
India . . . ... .. ... ..., 17 Switzerland . . . . . . ., L L. L. 39
Irag . . . . . .. e 51 West-Samoa andRess . . . . . . . . [
Treland . . . . . . . . . ., 28,376 Total . . . . . .. . 47,435
Jamaiea . . ... 000 3 =
Gh 43,642 1 ewt, = 50,8 kiloa

California. The hops had wintered well in the Coastal Counties. There appeared some
Downy Mildew in 1958 which could be held in check under the warm and dry weather during
the summer. Rainfalls were distributed as follows: -

Jan. | Febr. March | April May | June July | Aug. | Sept.
748 | 1194 | 687 | 543 | —45 | —4d | —01 | —0i |—.03inch.

The weather in 1958 was more favourable than during the preceding years. Higher tem-
peratures resulted in a better development of the hops. The plants reached the height of the
trellises about the end of June/beginning of July. Bloom started in mid-July. On the average,
the vines remained pointed and showed little overhang.

Picking started sporadically on August 18th, was general by August 25th and finished
under good weather within three weeks.

The hops were not of especially good colour but the well developed cones had an excel-
lent content of lupulin, The crop was graded as follows: 50% medium, 50% offgrade.

In the district of Sacramento, the hops were off to a slow start after an extremely humid
winter. Spring Work started at the end of March 1958. Rainfalls were as follows:

Jan. Febr. | March |* April May | June | July | Aug. | Sept
538 17 943 | —70 | — I I =

The weather turned more favourable during the year’s progress. One dusting only against
Red Spider was required. The plants attained the height of the trellises by the end of June and
developed an excellent overhang. Ripening of the hops was retarded.

Picking was in full swing on August 10th andprogressed under warm weather conditions.

The Quality of the crop was markedly better than in former years: 65% choice, 30% medi-
um, 5% offgrade.
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Western Oregon, In 1958, a normal spring was followed by a relatively warm summer
with lower precipitations than normal:

Jan. | Febr. | March | Aprit | May | June | July Aug. Sept.
880 | 704 | 250 | 371 | 138 | 253 | -~ | —.03 |1.00inch.

Hops developed very well under these climatic conditions with the exception, however, of
Fuggles hops for which the weather was not favourable, Sprayings against Pests were effected
two times on the average and preventive sprayings against Downy Mildew five to six times.

The plants reached the height of the trellises during the first decade of June. Bloom
started in mid-June. Hop yards showed a good aspect with considerable overhang.

Picking of Fuggles hops started on August 5th, was general on August 10th and finished
until August 25th, The harvest of other varieties started on September 4th, was in full swing on
September 8th and terminated on September 21st. The weather during the harvest was good
with the exception of occasional light showers.

The Fuggles hops were of average Quality whereas other varieties were judged to be above
average. The crop was graded as 45%o choice, 45°/0 medium, 100 offgrade.

Eastern Oregon and Idaho. The weather in 1958 was favourable for the hops even if
temperatures during May rose above normal and high temperatures were experienced in July
and August as well. This resulted in Premature Bloom on the variety ,Early Clusters® and a
consequently reduced yield. Wind Whipping appeared more than usual, a result of the earlier
than normal started Formation of the Cones. Control of Downy Mildew which appeared spora-
dically was necessary. Aphids and Red Spider, too, had to be kept in check locally. In some
parts, up to six sprayings were effected. Precipitations were distributed as follows:

Jan. | Febr, March April May | June July Aug. Sept.
1.61 | 2.41 —.55 1.44 164 | 129 —.14 —,17 |—.12inch.

The height of the trellises was reached during the last decade of fune. Early Clusters develop-
ed premature bloom already about mid-June whereas late varieties came into Bloom about
mid-July, Hop yards showed a good aspect and a fine overhang. According to conditions of
growth, cones on early varieties ripened irregularly whereas on late varieties the Ripening was
quite regular. Picking started on August 18th and was finished by September 23rd under warm
and favourable weather. The hops showed more Wind Whipping than the year before whereas
contents of lupulin and size of the cones were about the same as last year. The Quality was
graded as 45 choice, 45%0 medium, 10%, offgrade.

Washington. Excepiional climatic conditions reigned in the district of Yakima through-
out 1958. The winter was warmer than normal and precipitations were lower:

Jan. | Febr., | March | April | May June July Aug. Sept.
137 | 184 | —81 | —82 | —.59 —.21 —.22 —.16 |—.05inch.

Spring Work was done very early in the season. Growth of the hops started about three
weeks earlier than normal. The weather in March, April and May was favourable for the hops
with scarcely any rains. Exceptionally warm weather set in during the second half of June so that
continuous artificial irrigation of the hop yards was a necessity, This hot weather persisted until
the harvest. Pests could develop and had to be controlled with one spraying against Aphids
and two against Red Spider. The exceptionally hot weather was the reason why the Yakima
crop did not attain the initial yield estimates.

The plants reached the height of the trellises during the last decade of June. Early varieties
started Bloom during the first half of July and late varieties during the second half of that month.
There was scarcely any overhang visible and in some gardens the vines reached scarcely the

height of the trellises. Picking started on August 23rd and was finished under extremely hot
and dry weather.

Yakima hops of crop 1958 were of usual Quality in colour and lupulin but in size some-
what smaller than normal, The crop was graded as 35% choice, 45°/ medium, 20%% offgrade.

The American crop 1957 had been completely taken over by breweries. Any lots, even of
older vintage, which became available were sold rapidly during the summer of 1958. Demand

was mostly for advance contracts of future crops while the estimated crop 1958 was already
completely under contract very early in 1958.

. 'Encoqraging news regarding the growing new crop 1958 led to a more calmer market
situation without, however, influencing noticeably the price basis of 80/85 cents per lb. Prices

remaiT;g’Funchanged sven with the realization that the yield in 1958 would be 20% over that of
crop .
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After the harvest, however, greater unsold supplics pressed upon the market. Quotations
had receded to 65 cents by mid-October and stood at this basis until the middle of November.
About the turn of the year 1958/1959 prices had gone down to 35 cents and in February 1959
only 45 cents were asked for American hops crop 1958. From time to time occasional lots were
available at an even lower price.

The underlying weakness of the market could not fail to influence quotations for the coming
crops 1959 to 1962. In January 1959, a price of 53 cents was asked uniformly for the next four
crop years, This basis remained unaltered for crop 1962, whereas quotations for crop 1960 and
1961 receded to 53 cents in February and in March 1959 a price of 51 cents was in effect for crop
1959. At that time it was estimated that the following quantities for the several crop years were
already under contract:

Crop 1959 85 %,
. 1960 70 %
. 1961 359,

Prices for hops have reached a low point which is very close to if not already under cost of
production to farmers so that a decrease of acreage must be anticipated.

Hop Exports .
US.A. Exports of US-Hops Crop 1958
September 1st, 1958 — February 28th, 1959
Country ibs. gérl;iizs Country lbs, gg?ciil?)s

Ethiopia . . . . . | 11,023 100 b.f, . . . . .. .. 9,793,640 | 88,847
Angola . . . . . . 5,173 47| Jamaica . . . . . 46,067 418
Argentine . . . . . 154,285 | 1,400 | Korea . . . . . . . 15,432 140
Belgium-Luxembourg 575,687 | 5,223 | Mexico . . . . . . 2,321,199 | 21,058
Belgian Congo 4,784 43| Mogambique 25,136 228 ¢
Bolivia . . . . . . . 73,346 665 | Nicaragua . . . . . 13,228 120
Brazil . . . . . .. 1,199,226 | 10,879 | Netherlands 237,038 | 2,150
Canada . . . . .. 2,249,847 | 20,410 | Norway . . . . . . 85,445 775
Ceylon. . . ., . .. 25,950 235 Austria . . . . . . 157,199 1,426
Chile . . . . . 239,861 | 2,176 Pakistan . . . . . . 1,000 9
Colombia . . . . . 1,775,426 | 16,107 | Panama . . . . . . 60,000 | 544
CostaRica . . . . . 26,314 239 | Paraguay . . . . . . 22,046 200
Cuba . .. .. .. 383,091 3,475 Peru . . . . . . . . 289,327 | 2,625
Denmark . . . . . . 286,600 2,600 Philippine Isl. . . . . 89,792 815
Germany-West . . . | 1,917,094 | 17,392 | Portugal . . . . . . 1,522 141
Dominican Republic. . 20,324 184 | El Salvador . . . . . 26,590 241
Ecuador . . . . . . 63,497 576 | Union of South Africa 60,500 549
Formosa . . . . . . 4,405 40| Sweden . . . . . . 109,724 995
Greece . . . . . . . 132,512 | 1,202 | Switzerland . . . . . 299,959 | 2,721
Great Britain 26,458 240 | Trinidad . . . . . . 5,512 50
Guatemala . . . . . 67,535 613| Uraguay . . . . . 96,125 872
Honduras . . . . . 50,010 454 | Venezuela . . . . . 457,706 | 4,152
Hongkong . . . . . 1,250 11| Other Countries . . 48,652 441 |
bl 0| YSs0s | Mgo| Towl L 14,262,859 120,590
ftaly . . . . . . .. 19,792 180
chh . . .. 9,793,640 | 88,847

Hop Imports

U.S.A.

Hop Imports U.S.A. Crop 1958

September 1st,1958 — February 28th, 1959

" Country ‘ ibe. Ztr. je 50kg
Belgium-Luxembourg . . . . . . 160,124 1,453
Germany-West . . . 1,749,912 15,875
Jugoslavia . . .. ... ... .. 1,603,858 14,550
Other Countries . , . . . .. .. 33,595 305
Total . . .. .. ......... 3,547,489 | 32,183 |




The hops were off to an early start under mild weather during the spring of 1958. Growing Canada
conditions were favourable throughout the year even if the weather was quite warm and dry at
times. Pests appeared locally and had to be controlled. Four sprayings were effected on the
average while in exceptional cases up to fifteen sprayings were necessary. Rains were as follows:

_ | Jan. Webr. .March April | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. Dee.
Kamloops 1.24|—.89 —.67| —.45|—.14] 1.10| —.49—.29| —.65| —.609| —.80{ —.77 inch.
_Fraser Valley|10.90| 7.19] 2.08| 4.53] 1.53 —.81 ~——.02_ 1,73] 3.05 7.26] 8.80| 8.35 inch.

The vines réached the height of the trellises during the second half of June and developed
a good overhang. Bloom set in at the beginning of August. Picking started during the last
week of August and lasted four weeks under good weather conditions. There was no lack of
pickers. In the district of Kamloops there are two picking machines in operation. The hopswere
better in colour than the year before but contents of lupulin were not so high. The crop was
graded as 95% choice, 5% offgrade.

In the district of Nagano growth of the hops started somewhat earlier than normal. Japan

Precipitations during the rainy season were insufficient. New gardens suffered from lack of
moisture. The rains were distributed as follows:

Jan. | Febr. | March | April l Mair | June July | Aug. Sept.
83.5 | 600 | 375 | 864 | 328 | 1291 | 155.0 | 1046 | 972.4 mm
Bloom started in mid-June but was not so rich as usual. The Formation of the Cones,

however, could develop well under benefiting rains and favourable temperatures. Hop yards on
higher locations generally developed under more favourable conditions,

The vines attained the height of the trellises during the last decade of June and formed a
good overhang.

In the district of Nagano, there are about 100 hop picking machines of Japanese construc-
tion in operation which render about 25—30 kilos per hour and harvested about 3% of the crop.
Picking started on August 5th, was in full swing on August 10th and finished under good
weather about the end of the month.

In the district of Hokkaido the young shoots started not earlier than the beginning of
May after a retarded thaw of the snow cover. Cool weather during May hampered the develop-

ment but the plants could grow normally under warm weather later in the season. Rains were
distributed as follows:

Jan. | Febr. | March | April May | June | July Aug. Sept.
188.9 | 1449 | 782 | 340 245 | 599 | 1644 112.0 | 122.5 mm

Lack of moisture during the beginning of June was relieved by welcome rainfalls and the
vines developed well under favourable temperatures.

The hops reached the height of the trellises at the end of June. Bloom started in mid-June.
The hop yards showed a good overhang. Picking started during the second half of August and
was finished at the beginning of September. The weather during harvest was good.

The hops of crop 1958 were judged to be of better Quality than the year before and weré
graded as follows: 78.7% choice, 10.8% medium and 10.5% offgrade. The entire crop was taken
over by sponsoring breweries. Prices were unchanged against the year before.

Crop 1959

The following informations have been received up to now from the Southern Hemisphere,
where hops are picked in March of each year:

Ample rainfalls during the season 1958/1959 were somewhat less only in November: Union of
B To58 1955 South Africa
Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dee. | Jan. | Febr. | March
340 | 119 ! 250 | 145 | 3.15 416 | 216 | 4.28 inch.

Generally, the season was very favourable for the vegetative development of the hops. An
attack of Caterpillars in December 1958 was held in check. There was only one isolated infes-
tation of Red Spider at the end of the season.

The hops reached the height of the trellises about December 10th. Bloom started on
December 30th, 1958, The plants developed a good overhang and the cones on the lower third
of the vines ripened. Picking started on February 9th and was finished on March 16th, 1959.
There were sufficient pickers available. Only one picking machine is in operation which harvests
about 45% of the crop. The Quality of the hops crop 1959 was distinctly better than the year
before and the hops were graded as 30% choice, 50% medium, 20% offgrade.

Prices were lower than during the preceding year. The crop was sold out until the end of
March 1959 with the exception of a remainder of about 200 cwts.
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Growth 1959
in Germany

A mild winter 1958/59 which replenished Subsoil Moisture only insufficiently was followed
by an early warm and dry spring.

Spring Work was finished in good time under favourable weather. The hops developed well
in spite of a lack of rains. The almost too luxuriant growth was restrained by cooler weather in
April whereas warmer temperatures in May 1959 benefited the vegetative development of the plants.

The generally too dry weather has not yet adversely influenced the deeply rooted hop
plants. A possibility of premature blooming was headed off by a drop in temperatures in mid-June.

Hallertau, Spring work started already at the end of February/beginning of March and
was finished early under dry conditions. There were occasional Night Frosts in April. In mid-
June 1959, the plants had reached three quarters of the height of the trellises and full height was
occasionally to be noted. Laterals were plentiful.

Until that time, up to seven and eight sprayings against pests and diseases were effected.

Spalt. Spring work was done during April 1959. The general dryness in this district was
relieved by welcome rains by the end of May and the hops showed a good development in June
under warm weather. The general aspect of the crop is not quite uniform. Generally, half the
height of the trellises is attained but there are gardens which show three quarters and even full
height depending of the time of the uncovering in the spring. Preventive sprayings were effected
up to three times.

Hersbruck, Spring work was finished early. In the course of a spell of cooler weather
Night Frosts were experienced in this district about April 20th which caused damages especially
in well developed gardens. Some hop yards had already reached the height of the trellises by the
middle of June 1959. Rainfalls were urgently needed at that time.

-

Tettnang, Dry and warm weather in March 1959 benefited spring work which was finished
at the beginning of April. The eager growth of the hops was slowed by a cold wave about
April 20th/220d. On the average, the hops had reached the height of the trellises in mid-June in
spite of the fact that the weather at the end of May/beginning of June 1959 was too cold and too
dry for the season. Welcome rains in mid-June favoured the development. Sporadic premature
blooming was to be noted in early uncovered hop yards, Up to five sprayings had been effected.

The general stand of the hop yards at the end of June 1959 can be indicated as very satis-
factory. Plentiful warm rains after thunderstorms on June 22nd/23rd brought urgently necessary
humidity for the plants. Farmers are tending the hop gardens with great care and attention in
spite of a not too favourable outlook regarding prices.

JOH. BARTH & SOHN
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Hops within the European Economic Community

On March 25th, 1957, there was signed in Rome a basic agreement to create a common
market for the countries Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Italy and Germany.,

This agreement came into effect on January 1st, 1958, and provides for a gradual decrease
of custom duties within a period of from 12 to 15 years in stages of four years each. Under cer-
tain conditions, however, this time schedule may be subject to adjustments.

The six participating countries have agreed to reduce by 10%, effective on January 1st,
1959, all custom duties as applied on January 1st, 1957. A further gradual elimination of custom
duties is to be effected until total abolition of same on January 1st, 1970, or January 1st, 1973,
at the latest.

Hops are included in the list of victuals, All circles concerned are agreed that the inte-
gration of agriculture with its complicated and varied structure poses a very difficult problem
indeed. This delicate question has led to numerous exceptional as well as protective clauses
which does not exactly facilitate the road to a common market.

A common customs tariff for the six countries is to be realized in three stages beginning on
January 1st, 1962, This common tariff is scheduled to be completely in force not later than Janu-
ary 1st, 1970. Hops are included in list F of articles with a rate of 12% ad valorem.

Among themselves, the participating countries apply now the following rates for hops:

Rate on Jan. 1st, Rate on Jan. 1st,

1957 1959
Benelux . . . . . g8 % 7.2 %
France . Co . 12.4 % 10.8 %
Italy . . . . . . 4 % 3.6%
Germany . 15 % 13.5%

In addition to custom duties, all countries levy sometimes considerable turnover taxes and
other excises which result in the following total rates on the import of hops:

Belgium . . L 17.92%
Netherlands . T 12.56 %
Luxembourg. .o L1792 %
France oL L 2372%
Ttaly S 2%
Germany . . 18.04 %

Regarding the output of beer and production as well as consumption of hops the following
figures apply for year 1958:

Output of beer

Production of

1958 Usage of hops hops 1958
Belgium . . 11,562 bhl. 54,000 cwts. 33,500 cwts.
MNetherlands . 2,571, 12,000 —
Luxembourg . 368 1,700 ,, -—
France 14,976 62,000 ,, 44,280 ,,
Italy. 1,691 7,900 —
Germany . 39,633 ,, 200,000 |, 342,590

The six countries comprise about 160 million inhabitants which results in a yearly consump-
tion of 51.8 Liters per head without taking into consideration the marked variations among the

several countries.

Among the six countries, only Germany produces more hops than required by the home

industry. The elimination of inter-state custom duties will result in a more easy exchange of goods.
This pre-supposes, however, that trading in hops among the six countries will be freed from
other economical ties. Up to now, this has been the case in the Netherlands, Luxembourg, ltaly
and Germany. France liberated hop imports as of January 1st, 1959. It remains only to be hoped,
therefore, that Belgium will follow the example at an early date,
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