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Hop Report for 1928/29.

It has proved impossible lo slop the downward movement of the german economical
siluation lasling now since November 1927, the production being heavily loaded with taxes, duties
and scarcily of capital. German Agriculture, especially, is strongly in debl and its condition is
gelling more and more distressing.

Within the last year of increased depression and great unemployment (number of unemployed:
2460760 end of February), the compelibility of German Induslry and Trade was reduced through
an increase of wages of about 5%—8 %; their rising tendency is still conlinuing. Notwithstanding,
Germany’s export is slightly augmeniing, due to a greater capacitly of consumption of prosperous
foreign states and to lhe effects of the good German crop in 1928.

The world’s heer production in the year 1928 shows an increase to 186,4 nnlhons of hectolilres  Beer Production.
(1927: 179,6 millions of hectolitres, 1913: 295 millions of hectolitres).

The production of heer of the various countries given by calendar year or, respectively, per
fiscal year is shown on the following table.

Production of Beer in 1928.

1000 ' 1000 1000
hectolitres hectolitres hectollitres:

‘Germany . . . . .| 54997 | Roumania . . . .| 101 |Greece . . . . . .| 103
*Great Britain . . .| gygg0 (Ttaly . . . . . .| yp27 |Portugal . . . . .| 100
‘Belgium . . . . .| 19500 [*Hungary . . . . . g71 | Livonia . . . . .| 100
‘France . . . . . .| 1g940 |Mexico . . . . . . 670 |‘Lithuania . . . . .| 300
*CGzechoslovakia . .| 1y0p5 [Spain . . . . . . g20 | Estland .. . . . . 91
Uniled States of Amer. | ggoo |[Jugoslavia . . . . . goo [ ‘Bulgaria . . . . . 7
fAustria. . . . . .| popg [New Zealand . . . 578 | E8ypt . . . . . . 7
Russia . . . AN 4141 || "Norway . . . . . 514 |[Icuador . . . . . 75
“Irish Free blale v «| 89250 [Cuba . . . . . . . 480 |[Guatamala. . . . . 50
Australia . . . . .| 3ggo |Columbia- . . . ., . 460 |[|Tuwrkey . . . . . . 45
Canada . . . . . .| 9700 [(Chili . . . . . . . 450 [CGhina . . . . 40
‘Sweden . . . . .| 9578 [Finland . . . “f 3@ |[[Philippine Islands . 40
*Poland . . . . . .| 9489 | Brilish South Afnca . 330 |(Panama. . . . . . 40
Argentine . . . . .| 9400 [India. . . . . . . 200 |Congo . . . . . . 30
*Switzerland . . . .| o9g3g [Peru . . . . . ,-. 151 ||Paraguay . . . . . 20
*Netherlands . . . .| 9978 [Uruguay . . . . . 150 | Costa Rica. . . . . 18
*Denmark . . . . . 2014 | Venmezuela . . . . .| 194 |/San Salvador. . . . 18
*Japan . . . . . .| 1608 |Algeria . . . . . |- 110 |[Honduras . . .. . 15
Brazil . . . . . . 1500 |[Bolivia . . . . . .| o5 |[* official figures. '




Growth of the
hop planfs
in 1928,

Diseases and
Vermin,

The Aphids.

Downy Mildew.

Tropical heat
in July.

The English beer production in the year 1928 was only 19252986 barrels, against 19 962 997
barrels in 1927 and 31653 144 barrels in 1913. The reduclion in the pasl year has becn 710011
standard barrels or 3,55 %.

Favoured by a hot summer the gclman beer ploductwn increased in the year 1928 lo

: B4 996 643 hectolitres and amounls actually. lo 83,6 % of the production in 1914.

“ For the Fear 1928 Lhe Geriman hade shows an under-balance of 1200 millions Rcmhsmalk,

‘the figure of uncmploymient at ‘the mldd]c of June 1929 amounted to. 745000 (againsl 629 470 on

18t June in 1928.) . S e
The. settlement of the ch’uation Pmblem by the \oung Plan means, for the moment, a’

facilitation for Germany wilh. regard ‘to. her payments bul- Whethel the weakened situation of

Germany -will be able to bear the enounous ‘charges-is a questlon the answer of which depends.
on future development. :

The almost continual dry weather from the middle of Feblualy pclnntted the uncovering
of the hop gardens as early as in the last days of March. It was generally stated that the planis
had winiered well. April brought rains and in some parts snowfalls with cold; in th

ol ths _morith: there was a quick rise of temperature. At the end of April the eutting of the plants .
" Was fmlshed in Bavaria, while in Czechoslovakia it did nol come o an end unlil 10th May, later
‘than' usual. .

Already at this Llime of the year tidings began to come in from various hop-growing districls
aboul vermin and diseases. So from- Czechoslovakia the appearance :of hop, fleas was reported;
from Belgium thai of the Aphids, while first symploms of the Downy mildew were being traced
in Bavaria, Alsace, thc: Woywodina and Belgium,

Night frosts did not seriously damage the plants bul Lhe cold sciting in again on 9th May,
prevented normal growih. The plague of the fleas did nol exceed the normal exlent in Germany,
bul in Czechoslovakia it was worse Lhan it had been for the last 20 years, so thal the condilions
of the. planis up to the second part of May were weak and bad. During the last days of May, ihe
weather became warmer, but night temperalures, down to 5 cenligrades above zero prejudiced the
a
fhat of former years. In the Saaz districl, about this lime, in mosl gardens the planis were able
to be bound up, but the fleas, in the meantime having almost disappeared, had much weakened
the plants.

The Aphid fly, which had bul sporadically been iraced in Czechoslovakia, was also noticed
in Alsace where it soon mulliplied considerably. Il appeared to a greal extenl in- paris of IEngland
where in some hopgardens both leaves and bines were tolally ealen up by these insecls. Later
on, winged as well as apterous lice were met wilth in larger or smaller quantilies in Auscha,
Belgium, Poland, in the Woywodina, and also in paris of Bavaria and Wurllemberg. At the
beginning of June, in some parts of Bavaria there appeared another vermin, viz. the ienebrio
curling caterpillar, and in Wurttemberg, Bavaria, (he
but without causing any noliceable damages.

A series of sullry days al the beginning of June accompanicd by heavy rainfalls favoured
the development of (he planls. In the middle of June, lemperature fell and more abundant rains sel in.

In all hop-growing districts, wilth the exceplion of Czechoslovakia and Poland, the
pertinacious appearance of ihe Downy mildew caused serious apprehension from the very
beginning of the growing period. Up to July it seemed as if the frequent sprayings effecled wilh
great perseverance had been in vain. In the Hallertan, Spall and Hersbruck districls, in Alsace
and the Backa it threalened to become a serious menace, and combaling it required great sacrifice
of work, time, and money on the part of the growers. It may chiefly be atlribuled o ihe conslantly
hot:and dry weather selting in on 22nd July thal lhe disease gradually began to abaie, even in the
distiicts where spraying had been done not at all or only very little. Prudent German hop growers
continued spraying up fo the picking period, in order lo secure a sound ripening of their products.

The excessive heat in July, without the soil ever getting thoroughly watered, produced different
effecls, but on the whole favoured the growlh of the plants which up to then had been warped.
In some districts, however, the continual dry heat was prejudicial to the growth. Here and there
the red spider made its appearance, sporadically in Bavaria, the Saaz district, and the Backa, in
which latter district it had caused severe havoc the year before. In the Polepper Platte of the
Auscha districl, where the said vermin is accuslomed to show itself’ every year whenever the
weather is dry, some’ gardens were ruined. -
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At the beginning of July, blooming hegan in somie gardens ol the Halleriau and Tetinang
districls. 1n good time, thunderstorms brought the necessary rains. Lice in the middle of July
expanding in the Saaz and Auscha districls were successfully combaled. In the Saaz districl, only
10 % of the hop fields were behind in growth bul the favourable weather almosl equalised Lheir
condilions. In the same manner as Saaz, all other hop-growing districls were likewise favoured
by warm summer weather, which allowed the planlalions, showing a tardy growlh, to make up
for the damages suffered in early Spring.’ August brought ideal weather furthering the growth,
blossoming, and the formalion of the cones.

In German hop-growing regions, picking began on 27th August, here and lhere a few days
before, and was favoured by continual good wecalher. As a consequence of the hol summer, also. in
all other Cenlral European hop-growing countries, picking was commenced nearly ahout the
same lime, and cverywhere was praclically compleled by the middle of September. ‘

The final cslimales expressed in the following stalement have been compiled in common
by the Brewing Indusiry, Hop Produclion and Hop Trade. '

In the following we bring the compiled picking results of the world’s crop 1928 and add the
figures of Lhe years 1926 and 1927.

World’s

Hop Acreage and Production.

Acreage Yield per hectare Our estimate of Officlal estimates
Producing countries Heclares of 50 Kilos each | ofnaSy, | ofoKiosenh
1026 1027 1028 1926 1927 | 1928 1026 1927 1928 1928
Hallertau . . . . . . .| 6608|7099 | 7351 58 | 19 | 208 | 338 | 124 1478 96,6
Spalt . . . . . . . . .|1616|1669 | 1753 | 94| 92| 105 | 13 14 | 17,6 176
District of Hersbruck . . .| 2792 | 2785 (2400 | 63| 89| 85| 16 25 | 20,4 15,7
Va]ley Of the Aisch .« . 723 768 652 4,6 6,9 8,4 2,8 b 5,5 4,4
Various counlries . . . .| 471 | 577 | 580 | 4,7 7 69| 18| 33 4 4,8
_ Bavaria |12009 12888 (12736 | 63 | 142 | 153 | 674 |171,3 [19,3 139
Wiirttemberg . . . . . .| 1682 | 1909 | 1803 | 64 | 186 | 11 9 23 | 20 19,7
Baden . . . . . . . .| 36| 613| 628 | 152 | 27,8 | 114 | 4 10 7 73
Prusia ete. . . . . . . | 112| 97| 106| 154 | 1566 | 184| 15| 15| 13 1,3
Germany (14169 [i5507 15273 | 6,5 | 146 | 14,6 | 81,9 |2058 |223,6 167,3
Saaz . . . . . . . . .[10042 [12590 (12579 | 188 | 168 | 10,9 [1656 [169 |[137,5 118,8
Auscha-Dauba-Raudnitz .| 2540 | 3211 | 3522 | 22,9 | 208 | 16,7 | 434 | 53 | 5637 45,4
Moravia ete. . . . . . .| 275| 5567 | 407 | 186 | 145 | 134 | 13! 4 5,6 3,1
Czechoslovakia [12857 [16358 [16508 | -195 | 175 | 12 [199,7 | 226 |196,7 167,3
Wojwodina . . . . . .|[4500 | 9500 | 9000 |..146 | 166 | 86| 41 | 76 | 78
Slovenia . . . . . . .]|2000 3700 |3000] 193] 26 | 186 | 18 | 50 | 56
Jugosiavia | 6500 [13200 [12000 | 15,8 | 19,2 [ 11,1 | 59 | 125 | 134
Austria | 113 | 313 | 300| 8 | 265 | 10 09| 3 3
Hungary, Roumania
' Poland | 2500 | 38250 | 3875 [ 184 | 20 | 163 | 35 | 50 | 53
Alsace. . . . . . . . .|l2vw26 | 3084|3040 | 189 | 275 | 164 | 6518 | 7 | B0 - 4871 -
Burgundy and Lorraine . . | 1201 | 1289 | 1360 | 10,1 | 20,8 | 11,6 99 | 2 15 14,8
Northern France . . . .| 424 | 474 | 410 | 29,1 | 47,1 | 488 | 127 | 20 20 14,7
France | 4351 | 4847 | 4810 | 17,9 | 276 | 176 | 744 | 120 | 85 73,2
Belgium | 1417 | 1480 | 1470 | 328 | 89,5 | 20,7 | 42 56 | 43
Russia | 2400 | 3000 | 3000 | 166 | 25 | 10 | 25 60 | 30
Continent | 44482 (58265 |57636| 14,6 | 19 | 13,7 | 519,7| 847,8 771,38
England . . . . . . .|[10360| 9309 9615( 31,7 | 27,9 | 284 | 830 | 287 | 265 246
Europe |54842 67664 67151 | 18,4 | 20,6 | 164 |849,7 [1184,8[1036,3
United States of America .| gq17 | 9955 [10562 | 84,8 | 33 | 28,9 | 2859 | 278,1| 290
Canada . . . . . . . ..| 210 | 420 | 660 | 63,7 | 214 | 214 | 87| 129| 9 207
Australia . . . . . . .| 70| 700 | 700] 257 | 957 | 257 | 18.] 18 | 18 8,8
World's production |gi199] 78639 | 79063] 21 |.22,4 | 17,2 [1162,3 [1443,8 [1853,3

3
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Hop prices 1928/29. in the following we publish a table showing the movetiient of hop prices of the 1928 crop
for best available and middle qualities of Hallertau and Saaz hops; cost prices per 50 kos. at the

producers’.
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Hallertau choice quality ———=—=— Saaz choice quality
—— " fair average quality ...eweiw , fair average quality
Development of the In consequence of the increased demand occasioned by the drought in July, the prices for
prices from July 1927 " . o .
up to the new harvest. 1927 DOPS l.noved on a r1smg.scale in this month. . .
Prices for 1028 An increased crop being generally expected, prices for the new hops set in somewhat below
hops. the final prices for the old crop, viz.:

at Tettnang, 17th August with , , Mk, 240.—
in the Hallertau district,
somewhat later with . . ., . . Mk 9250.—
in the Saaz district, end of .
August with . . . . . . . . Ke 2000— per 50 kilos.
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The official agricultural estimates of the new crop having been very low, the growers per-
sisted in withholding their produce which caused prices o rise, especially in the Hallertau and
still more in Saaz. In the Spalt district the growers were contenl with the prices oblained and
willingly sold their crops al running prices from Mk, 220.— 1o Mk. 300.— per 50 kilos, so that
by 3rd October this disiricl was considered to be sold out. Alrcady before this date, the Haller-
tau Producers had begun lo realize thal the price of Mk. 300.— fixed by them, was not to be
obtained; some of them started selling cheaper, and about 20th September prices began to sink,
which tendency, except for short interruptions, kept on until middle of March.

The continenial hrewing indusiry disposed of large stocks al the beginning of the crop 1928
which were estimaled as follows: Germany 57,3 %, Denmark 556 %, Sweden 59,3 %, Czecho-
slovakia 25,1 %, Estland 25 %, Swilzerland 44,3 %, Netherlands 76,9 %.

The german brewers being informed on 20th Sept. by their competent reporters of the
abundant crop, were rather reserved in their purchases, so that Trade had no reason to interfere.
Only in October, when prices had sunk 1o a certain exlenl, most German and Foreign Breweries
began buying. Bul also the increased demand proved not sufficient for the pressing offers of the
large quantities of the crop which had by far been underrated.

The causes of the strong decline in prices are 1o be seen in ihe inexact estimate from the
parl of the Growers and in the fact thal owing to the high initial prices of Germany and Czecho-
slovakia many consumers, especially foreign ones, acquired cheaper hops from olher countries.

From the very beginning of the 1928 harvest, the demand on the part of the Breweries
who still disposed of rather large slocks, had set in slowly, thus permilling to purchasc quietly
without any hurry in all regions. The Brewers availed themselves of the opporlunity of pur-
chasing at reduced prices in order to buy considerable stocks of 1928 hops which partly slill
amount to an entire year’s consumplion.

The decrease of acreage in Germany against that of 1927 amounts to 234 ha. Quality is

judged as follows: good middle inferior

% % %
Hallertau . . . . . . . . 65 25 10
Spalt district . . . . . 3 35 30
Hersbruck & Alschgrund .. 15 40 45
Wiirttemberg . . . . . . 60 35 5
Baden . . . . . 15 60 25

The Hallertau hops were of excellent quallty and of a rare fine colour. In general, the
growers in this district, with laudable zeal, have carried on the struggle against downy mildew.
The yield in the Hallertau disirict, with 20,8 cwts. per ha, is far above the average of 11,2 cwts,,
a few parlicularly cxperienced growers have been able to obtain as much as 45 clws. per ha. As
in the said district Hallertau seedlings are almost exclusively grown, one may speak of a sian-
dardisation in this largest of all German hop-growing terrilories, the Hallertau plantations
comprising 7351 ha.

The same cannot bhe said about the Spalt distriet, where an excessive variely of sorts is
grown. In 1928 only -a limited number of gardens yielded a product up o the high value of former
years. Probably the want of rain during the growing period was the cause of such a product
which was bought only on account of its name and perhaps of its flavour, but every buyer was
disappointed with the light quality.

The hops of the bavarian mountainous regions and the Aisch-Valley — which formerly
had yielded a good product — mostly proved a failure in 1928. If these districts cannot succeed
in improving the quality of their hops, they will no longer be able to compete with foreign ones
which are offered in large quantities of superior quality and at cheaper prices. ‘

The Wurttemberg product was able to secure new buyers owing to the abundance of its
lupuline.

Imports of hops into Germany Exports of hops from Germany

1st Sept. 1926 — 31st Aug. 1927 151344 cwis. 1st Sept. 1926 — 31st Aug. 1927 11846 cwls.
1st Sept. 1927 — 81st Aug. 1928 99098 cwis. 1st Sepl. 1927 —31st Ang. 1928 39673 cwis.
1st Sept. 1928 — 31st May 1929 81620 cwis. Ist Sept. 1928 —31st May 1929 36 307 cwis.

1928 Crop
in Germany,

Quality.



Czedhoslovakia.

Jugoslavia,

The plants, behind in growlh on account of low temperature were heavily befallen by fleas
in May, later on Lhey suffered from drought, so Lhat the crop in Czechoslovakia did not come out
satisfactorily. IExaggeraled demands on the part of Lhe producers caused slack business through-
out the whole season. The prices which in Saaz had set in with Ke. 2300.— to Kc. 2500.— per
50 Kilos, fell (o Xe. 700. — 1o Ke. 950.—. In Auscha and Raudnitz prices set in with Ke. 1700.—
lo Kc. 1850.— and wenl down as low as Kc. 450.— 1o Ke¢. 600.—. The Czechoslovakian Brewing
Luduslry covered 10.000 cwts. or about 20 % of their need with foreign hops, because the prices of
Czechoslovakian hops conformed themselves too late to those of the World Market.

Saaz. The picking 1ook place in dry and hot wealher, from 24. 8—12. 9, with only one rainy
day at the beginning of the harvesl, The producl was less uniform in colour, morc unequal in
size, and, in gencral, lightler than in former years. Picking and drying was done with grealer care
than usually. Quality was judged as follows: 10 % firsl-class, 70 % middle, 20 % inferior. The best
hops came from the Bohemian forest district and from some places, such as Tuchorschilz and
Lilschkau. Though in 1928 thc acreage had been increased by 25 %, the crop turned out 30 % less
than in 1927. The plants bearing for the first time proved a failure.

The preliminary salcs of 1928 Saaz hops were more frequenl than ever. 20—25 000 clws. of
hops are said to have been contracted al loss prices from growers to lrade before the beginning
of the harvest. An action started by Lhe Saaz Union of Hop Growers had the resull thatl a majorily
of producers, with the exceplion of a few oulsiders, pledged their word to desist in future from
making preliminary sales. '

Auscha-Raudnitz. In (he Auscha terrilory, picking took place between 23. 8 and 20. 9. On
the Polepper Plalle, in some communitics the gardens were infecled by the red spider. The harvested
product had smaller cones but was richer in lupuline lhan in lhe preceding year, and was salis-
faclory as lo colour. Qualily was judged: 3b % lirsirate, 55 % middle, 10 % inferior. The best
hops came from Gellschseile wilth Kullendorf, as far as Lhe best siles are concerned; as regards
siles producing middle quality, those of Kelch in the mounlains, and those of Raschowilz in the
forest dislricl, were most favourcd. Picking al Raudnilz lasled from 18. 8 lo 13. 9. The produce
was small and good; the besl hops were produced by Llhe low sites on lhe banks of the Elbe
and Moldau. The qualily of Raudnilz hops was judged as follows: 25 % first-class, 50 % middle,
25 % inferior.

Imports of hops into Czechoslovakia: Export of hops from Czechoslovakia:

1st Sept. 1926 — 31st Aug. 1927 12 251 cwis. ' 1st Sept. 1926 — 31st Aug. 1927 158 417 cwlis.
1st Septl. 1927 — 31sl Aug. 1928 12083 cwis. 1st Sepl. 1927

1sL Sept. 1928 — 31sL May 1929 10 310 cwls. ~ 1sl Sept. 1928 — 31st May 1929 124 791 cwis.

The lack of exactness in siatistics of Jugoslavia demands reclification of figures lormerly

given. The acreage in Jugoslavia in 1927 proves lo have been about 13200 ha against 10900 ha
published lasl year.

Wojwodina. Downy mildew showing ilself up into June, was combated in a very few cases.
Only the dry and intense heat seiling in after that time caused the disease to disappear, for almost
3 months there being no rain. Droughl prejudiced the development of the planls and considerably
reduced the crop. In Lhe Backa, almost the whole harvest proceeded in very fine weather (only
2 rainy days), belween 26. 8 and 13. 9; in Syrmia between 2. 9 and 20. 9. Backa hops were heller
than lhey had been the year before, bolh in regard lo qualily and colour, while Syrmian hops,
which the year before had been superior lo Backa, proved to be less good, being moslly smaller;
as to colour, little was lefl lo be desired except wilh those picked after Lhe rain. Syrmia produced
mostly hops wilh small cones of yellowish freckled colour. Hops from Pelrovac, from the close
environs of Novisad and Subolica lurned out betler. Qualily was judged as follows: 40 % firsl-
class, 30 % middle, 30 % inferior; in Syrmia: 15 % first-class, 50 % middle, 35 % inferior.

In the Wojwodina, prices set in with Dinar 1500—1550 per 50 kilos, then began slowly lo
sink, and after the election of the American Presidenl, the result of which was nol favourable for
hop-produclion, they rapidly went down as low as 200—400 Dinar.
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According 1o recent reliable reports, a normal crop in the Wojwodina produces a yield of
13—14 cwts. per calastral yoke = 22,5 1o 24,3 cwts. per ha; a good middle crop 16 cwis. per catastral
yoke = 27,7 ewts. per ha, and a good crop 17 cwls. and more per catasiral yoke — 29,5 cwts. per
ha and more.

The Hop Growers Associations in the Wojwodina have joined together on the basis of
co-operation, conslituting a Union, inlended taking over Lhe sale of the hops grown by its members,
and, if desired, to give cash-advance. For hops to be exported sealing is intended to be introduced.
An improvement of qualily is aspired at. .

Slovenia. Damp weather setling in just in time secured a good yield of Lhe plantalions which
had somewhat suffered from the heal. Picking was favoured by sunny, dry weather and lasted
from 18. 8 to 1. 9. The hops were unequal, lighler, and with less lupuline, but of better colour
than the year before. Quality was judged: 50 % first-class, 35 % middle, 15 % inferior. The prices
set in with Dinar 1600—1750 per 50 kilos and sunk down {o Dinar 250—500.

Alsace. Up o the beginning of July, downy mildew and vermin necessitaled repeated
sprayings as often as 6 limes. The harvest was broughl in from 3rd to 20th Sept., under ideal
weather conditions. The best yield came from heavy soils; as Lo light soils, those of Wanizenau
gave good resulls. Colour as well as ripeness of Lhe product were very good; the cones small or
middle-sized; the quality generally superior to that of 1927 hops. Qualily was judged as follows:
35 % first-class; 50 % middle; 15 % inferior. Basing upon a yield of 21 ¢wts. per ha, Alsacian hop-
growers calculafe their cost of production at ffrs. 15 102.— per 50 kilos, while the French brewers
declare it not to exceed ffrs. 10 000.—. '

In September prices set in with ffrs, 1000.— to 1200.— per 50 kilos, and then [fell to ffrs. 300.—
lo 500.—.

In Burgundy, downy mildew disappeared in the middle of July. Picking took place in good
wealher [rom 1st to 10th Sepl. As in Alsace, also in Burgundy lhe yicld was considerably inferior
in quanlity to Lhat obtained lhe preceeding year. The product was fully grown, of a fine green
colour. The campaign [or the elimination of male plants having been rigorously conlinued, hops
have had fewer grains than in the pasl.

North Department (Flanders). Lice and downy mildew had (o be foughl
harvest, which look place belween 28th Augusl and 15th Seplember, broughl an unequal product.
Quality was judged as follows: 30 % first-rate, 50 % middle, 20 % inferior.

The sale of French hops since the harvesl has been slow; hop produclion did nol sufficiently
take inlo consideralion lhal the product had 1o compele with the prices on the World Markel.
The French Brewing Industry hesilates Lo use cerlain sorts ol hops grown in France on account of
the peculiar “bitler”, and requires improvement of quality in order lo remedy the bad sale which
growers are complaining of. An Interparliamentary Hop Commission is examining the problems
engendered by the hop crisis.

Import to France in the calender years Export from Fraunce in the calender years

1926 . . . . . 35662 cwls. 1926 . . . . . bH876 cwls.
1927 . . . . . 48420 ,, 1927 . . . ., . 51520 ,,
21928 . . . . . 39216 . 19288 . . . . . 32768 ,,

The climalic condilions during the year 1928 unfavourably influenced the developinent of
the plants in Poland, so that in spitc of the increased acreage the crop was little larger than that
of 1927. The yield per ha in Volhynia was about 30—35 %, in Congress-Poland aboul 25—30 %
smaller than Lhe year before. The curling-up of the leaves and lhe downy mildew in every year
prejudice the Polish hops. The fighling against these diseases has been as slack as ever.

Growth in Volhynia was disturbed by a severe [leaplague, by lice, and by drought. Scareitly
of hands prolonged picking from 25. 8 lo 30. 9 which in many places caused the hops lo gel
overripe and become impaired in colour. The cones were smaller than usual. Qualily was judged:
15 % first-class, 25 % middle, 60 % inlecrior.

Prance.

Poland.



German Ausfria.

Belgivm.

Russia.

England.

Congress-Poland: The plants suffered from lice, from the curling-up of the leaves, the red
spider, and the droughl. The picking took place in excellent weather from the middle of August
until 20th Sepleimber. During the ripening and the picking periods fleas again appeared in large
numbers, reducing the crop by 10—15 %. The concs were smaller-sized and of less fine colour than
in 1927. Qualily was judged: 40 % first-class, 30 % middle, 30 % inferior.

_ In Galicia picking was effecled from 15. 8 to 15. 9. The qualily, Iess good lhan in 1927, was
judged: 25 % first-class, 50 % middle, and 25 % inferior.

In the territories of Neutomischl (Great Poland) the crop was larger than in (he preceeding
years, in consequence of Lthe increased acreage cspecially on the part of the large land-owners. It
is to be regretted that for the new plantations mostly seedlings from Volhynia and Congress-
Poland were planted instead of home-grown hops. Before 1914 the home-produce had secured
a general good remown on accounl of ils mild flavour. The picking lasted from 3. 9 to 20. 9
and yiclded unequally sized cones of uniform yellowish green colour, lighter in quality than the
1927 hops.

The picking of a healthy producl proceeded from 25. 9 to 28. 10. Quality is judged: 40 % first-
rale, 40 % middle, 20 % inlerior. The (realmenl of Lhe hops on the part of the producers left
somewhat to be desired.

The Governmenl is endeavouring lo encourage the cullivalion of hops by subvention, the
quality of German-Ausirian hops not saltisfying the national brewecries. The acreage is supposed o
be decreascd, as the producers could scarcely realise the wages for picking.

Imports Exports
to German-Ausiria in the calendar years from German-Austria in the calendar ycars
1927 . . . . . 26141 cwlis. 1927 . . . . . . 549 cwls.
1928 . . . . . 27568 , 1928 . . . . . . 1793

Vermin and a strong appearance of the Peronospora (downy mildew) hampered the develop-
menl of the planls during the first three months of its growing period. Picking took place during
very fine wealher al Poperinghe from 27. 8 to 18. 9. The hops were slightly freckled. Quality was
judged: % [lirsl-class, % middle and inferior. In Alost the picking proceeded [rom 15. 9—15. 10.
The produce was full ripe, of a greenish colour and middle-sized cones; quality was judged: 30 %
first-class, 60 % middle, 10 % inferior.

The decrease in the production of high fermenting beers caused a diminished demand for
Poperinghe hops, which in that district aggravates the inlernational hop erisis owing to over-
production. Nolwilhslanding a diminished crop, the prices oblained by the producers were below
ltheir own expenses, which will probably have as consequence a further reduction of the acrcage.
The Minister of Agriculture has appointed a Commission for studying (he hop crisis and
the possibilities of avoiding it.

It is impossible to get reliable figurcs aboul yield and consumption. The crop, supposed Lo be
of ahout 30 000 cwls., as well as the quantilies exporled, were helow thosc of the preceeding year.
The product shows that downy mildew has found its way also to Russia.

Favourable weather and rains selling in propitiously in July improved the condition of
English hop gardens which before had severely suffered from downy mildew and vermin, requiring
lo be sprayed as often as 10 times.

The picking lasted from Augusl up 1o lhe first week of Oclober — a shorter period than in
the preceding years — and brought a yield good in colour and excellent in quality, which was
judged: 60 % first-class, 30 % middle and 10 % inferior. The best hops came from Kent and Hereford
distriets.

The prices were fixed by the “Hop Growers Ltd., which controls about 90 % of the crop, from
£710— to £14——. In August 1928 the conlinualion for another 2 years of the “Hop Growers
Ltd.” was resolved upon, though the discontentment with their non-economical methods is
increasing generally. In spite of the order to reduce the acreage by 20 %, it has been increased,
especially by outsiders.

The high duty of £ 4.—.— per ewt. on imporied hops with a preference rate for hops from
british dominions comes to an end on the 16th August 1929. Under ils proiection the surplus of
4 or 5 crops has been annihilaled wilhoul having been able to prevenl overproduction.
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It growers will not reduce their acrcage in proportion to the possibilities of sale a rencwal
of the proteclive duly would mean nothing else than a permittance on the parl of the English
governmenl and the English brewing indusiry to the ,Hop Growers Lid.” 1o conlinue its methods
which arouse the ridicule of the world.

Also last year the slocks left from the 1926 and 1927 crops were sold as manure, the same
as had been done in the year hefore wilh the slocks of 1924 and 1925, in order to avoid the high
sloring fees. Of the 1928 hops about 25 % remained unsold, which stocks probably will encounter
the same fate. The English Breweries were prejudiced in their proeduclion by the arclic¢ cold and
by the influcnza in winler and seem 1o prefer high beer-prices to increased sales.

The imports of English hops within the lime from 1st Sept. 1928 to 31slL May 1929 amounled
lo 80481 cwls. againsl an export of 13039 cwts.

Imports: Exporis: _
1st Sept. 1926 — 31st August 1927 51 456 cwls. Ist Sept. 1926 — 31st August 1927 72013 cwls.
Ist Sept. 1927 — 31sl August 1928 97 247 cwls. Ist Sept. 1927 — 31st August 1928 29 482 cwls.

The aclual acreage in Brilish Columbia amounts to 1600, besides 4 acres in Ontario. The
Statistlical Office Otlawa estimates the Canadian acreage to be 1049 acres only.

In Summer 1928, downy mildew appeared for ihe first time quite suddenly and considerahly
reduced the crop. The Hop Production in British Columbia, which up to now has had to deal wilh
vermin only, will in future have to reckon also with this hop pesl. Goldings and Bramlings proved
almost immune against lhe discase.

Import 1o Canada in the calendar years Export from Canada in the ealendar years
1926 . . . . . 2713205 lbs. 1926. . . . . . 261466 Ibs.
1927 . . . . . 2251097 ,, 1927. . . . . . 257897 ,
1928 . . . . . 206889 ,, 1928. . . . . . 868877

In Australia, hops are grown almost exclusively in Tasmania and in some lemperate districts
of the Province of Victoria. The convention between producers and breweries forcing Lhe laller te
cover al least 85 % of Lheir needs with homegrown produce, prejudices imports.

The development of the plants was but little disturbed by vermin. At the beginniig of
August, there was a slight appearance of the red spider. In California, the picking took place from
20. 8 to 10. 10; in Oregon and Washinglon [rom 1. 9 lo 10. 10, in good weather. The acreage
having been increased by 1500 acres — 607 ha, Lhe 1928 crop exceeded thal of 1927, but did not
quite come up 1o lhe eslimates. The stocks of 1927 and older hops being smaller than ever before
the prices, paid Lo the produccfs afler the new crop, sel in with 21—22 cls. per 1b. (sales Lo Breweries
27—28 cls.). Bul the facl that the elections had given America a “dry President” caused Lhe prices
lo decline, and by May ihey had gone down as low as 10—13 cts. per lb.

In the three States of Oregon, California, and Washington, the Hop Growers, with George
Hewlett at their head, started a co-operative movement aiming at reducing the acreage in order to
obtain higher prices. The produclion expenses, said {o be about 18 cts. per lb., are oflen not covered
on account of overproduclion. The Growers parlaking in this movemenl bind themselves by signature
lo leave unpicked the yield of the third of their acreage.

Within the U.S.A. hops are consumed by Breweries, by producers of distilled spirits, home
brewers and Lhe Package Trade.

The following lable shows Lhe figures of hop-crops, imports and exporls in the years 1920—1927:

Crops Imports Exports
_ Ibs. ibs. Ibs.
1920 34 280 000 4 807 998 22 206 028
1921 29 340 000 893 324 19 521 647
1922 27 744 000 1294 644 13 497 183
1923 19 751 000 761 174 20 460 705
1924 27670 000 438 996 16 121 978
1925 28 573 000 581 009 14 997 974
1926 31 522 000 470 286 13 369 268
1927 30 658 000 753 368 11 812434

229 538 000 10 000 799 131 987 217
—_ 0 -
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The official figure referring to hops consumed by breweries and distillers in the USA is
slowly declining showing an actual consumplion of round 3000000 lbs. a year.

The crops plus quantities iniporled, minus quantilies exporled belween 1sl July 1920 and
30th June 1927 are calculaled to be 107 551 582 Ibs.

The slocks before the 1920 harvest are eslimaled lo have amounted lo 500000 lbs., those
exisling before Lhe 1928 harvest Lo 2000 000 1bs.; old olds have nol becen laken inlo consideralion.
A year’s hop consumption is therefore 13 256 4147 1hs. or 118 368 cwls. on an average i. e. below what
up lo now had been estimaled.

Under ihe Jones law, rccenlly passed, it is a fclony lo manufaclure home brew, and the
Federal Governmenl may resiricl (he sale of hops except lo those having a license to make legal
beer.

Owing to diminished exporls of the 1928 ecrop and 1o reduced consumplion, the presenl stocks
are larger Lhan thosc ol lhe year before; on 1st March 1928 they amounted lo 21 500 bhales, on
1st March 1929 Lo 45 000 hales of 200 1bs. each.

In the following slatement we bring the figures of the presumplive consumption of hops
in 1929/30.

World s Hop Consumptlon 1929]30
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Estlmaled Dose of hops | Hop Consumption
Beexl' ;’Qré}cllgggon per hectolitre in 1000 cwts.
hectolitres Inpounts of /2 Hllo | of 50Kilos each
Germany . 55.000.000 0,47 258,60
Austria and Hungary . 5.930.000 0,50 29,65
Czcechoslovakia 11.000.000 0,50 95
Poland . 2.500.000 0,60 15
Rouinania, Jugoslavia . 1.660.000 0,60 9.9
Baliic States 660.000 055 3,63
Balcan . 225.000 0,50 1,12
France . 16.200.000 0,40 64,8
Belgium 19.500.000 0,33 64,4
Nelherlands 2.270.000 0,45 10,2
Norway, Sweden . 3.280.000 0,41 13,45
Denmark . 2600.000 0,33 6,6
Swilzerland . . 2.340.000 0,425 9,95
Spain, Portugal, Ilaly 1.700.000 0,50 815
Russia . . . .o 4.200.000 — 25
Continent 198.465 000 575,70
Great Britain 31.400.000 1,05 329,70
Irish Free State . o 3.950.000 1,05 34,12
Furope 7163115000 939,52
United States of North America . 8.000.000 — 120
Canada 2.700.000 0,75 20
Cenlral America . 1.275.000 0,55 7
South America 5.435.000 0,60 32,60
Eastern Asia 1.680.000 0,50 8,4
India . : 200.000 0,90 1,80
Auslralia and New 7 eqland 3.600.000 0,90 32,40
Africa . Ce e e e 550.000 0,80 4.4
’ World’s consumption 186.555.000 1,166,12



The reduction of acreage in the Woywodina (Jugoslavia) in spring 1929 is indicaled 1o be
aboul 20 % or 1800 ha more or less. The reduction is strongest in Syrmia and in the Banat, whilst
in the mos( important hop growing Llerritories, such as Petrovac, Kulpin, Subotica, il is about 10.%.
It is caused by the low prices which did nol even cover the production expenses which amount
including picking, to about Dinar 700.— per 50 kilos, calculaling a yield of 20 cwts. per ha. In
Slovenia (Jugoslavia) Lhe reduction runs up to 5 % or about 150 ha.

[From reliable sources, the acreage in spring 1929 was slated Lo be as follows in Poland:

Volhynia . . . . . . . 1620 ha
Congress-Poland . . . . 1100 ,,
Small-Poland . . . . . 501 ,,
Great-Poland . . . . . 175 ,,
in totality about. . . . . 3396 ha

which figure shows a reduction of 479 ha against1928,

The acreage of the Hallertan district in Bavaria was enlarged by about 10 %. The alterations
of the Czechoslovakian districts are nol yet known. The following reductions have becn published:
Austria 10 % = 30 ha, Northern France 80 ha, Burgundy and Lorraine have reduced, figures yet
unknown. A cerlain reduction is reported also from the U.S. A., but its extenl is not definite.
Mendocino and Sacramento are said to have effected a reduction of aboul 10 %; the Sonoma districl
of aboul 15 %. The reductions in California seem to be greater than in Oregon and Washington.

The remaining stocks still unsold of the 1928 crops of Germany, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia,

Austria, Alsace, Poland, and Russia are estimated up to the middle of June at 50000 cwts. These

counlries altogelher have harvested round 700000 cwis. in 1928. In consequence of the cheap prices,
the consumption of first-class hops is supposed lo have increased to 580 000 cwls. a year. Taking
inlo consideration that the stocks in the Brewerics in August 1928 were sufficient lo cover Lhe needs
of aboul 6 months, it results that before the beginning of Lhe coming harvest these stocks will
have increased by a further 70 000 cwts.

The extraordinarily cold winter nowhere damaged deep-rooted plants. The uncovering was
effected later than usual and was completed within Lhe first days of May. On account of the cold
weather, Lthe growlh proceeded but slowly, and in the initial period was about a fortnight behind
normal years. Excellent warm weather during the second part of May uncommonly Fbarihered
the growth, so that by the end of the month the aforesaid difference was almost balanced. From
the beginning of June lhere has been rainy weather, parlly with high temperatures, so thal the
development of the plants is continuing under favourable conditions. On the whole, the plants
are healthy and strong and give hopes for a good harvest, although here and there downy mildew
and Lhe Aphids are exisling.

Joh. Barth & Sohn.
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