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Hops 1969/70 

On July 21, 1969, American astronauts set loot on the moon during the lirst extra ter­
restrial landing 01 man kind. In contrast to this impressive technological progress numerous 
problems 01 human relations remained unsolved: extension of the Vietnam conflict, rear­
mament in the Near East with a threatening new show-down, racial controversy, social ten~ 
sions and a worldwide unrest amongst the young generation. 

Rising prices and high interest rates could be observed on the world markets during 
the past 12 months while the international monetary system again was disturbed by specu­
lative movements. Expectedly, general relieve was achieved only after the devaluation olthe 
French Franc on August 11, 1969, by12.5 % and the revaluation of the DM on October 27, 
1969, by 9.3 % had taken pi ace. 

In the Federal Republlc 01 Germany the high running boom period can be exposed by 
the lollowing data for 1969: National gross product + 12 %, cost of living + 4 %, surplus' 
01 foreign trade DM 15.6 billion (1968: DM·18.4billon). The balance 01 foreign exchange 
closed with adellcl! 01 DM 14.39 billion (1968: + 7.5 billion). To counteract inflationary 
tendencies the Bundesbank was compelled to raise the. prime rate to 6 % on September 
11, igEls, and toa record high 017.5 % on Mßrch 6, 1970. . 

World beer production in 1969 showed an increase of about 29.8 million bbl. = 6.1 % 
compared to 1968. The rate 01 growth reads as folIows: Western Europe + 5.5 %, Eastern 
Europe + 4.4 %, North America + 4.0 %, Central and South America + 12.4 %, Africa + 
16.8 %, Asia + 11.7 %, Australia an.d Oceania + 7.4 %. 

1 ha = 2.934 bayr. Tagwerk 
1 .ha = 2.471 acres 

1 bayr. Tagwerk = 0.341 ha 
1 acre = 0.405 ha 

1 hl - 100 Llle; _ 26.42 gall. = 0.8523 bbl. (USA) 1 bbl. (USA) = 31 gall. = 1.1734 hl 
- '- 22,01 gall. = 0,6114 bbl, (Brl!.) 1 bbl, (Bri!.) = 36 gall. = 1,6356 hl 

1 kg = 2,20462 Ibs, llb, = 0.45359 kg 

1 melr, Ion ,= 20Zlr, = 1000kg = 1.10231 shorttons = 0,9841910n910no 

1 I 1,102 cwt. (USA) 1 cw!, (USA) = 100 Ibs, = 45,36 kg ,= 0,9072 Zir. 
1 Zlr, = 50 kg = 10.23 bo. = 0,984 cwt. (Bri!.) 1 cwt, (Brlt.) = 1121bs, = 50,8 kg = lm6 Zlr, 

DM 1,- = US $ _,27 1 DM 3,66 = US $ 1,-1 US $ 2.40·= DM 8,78 = ~ 1.-.-

Converslon of thermometer degrees In Fahrenheit and Celsius: 

86' F = 
(86-32) 5 , 

9 = 30 C 
30·9 

30'C = -5- + 32 = 86'F 

In CB'se of reproduction pl-ease glve credlt to Joh. Barth & Sohn, NOrnberg 
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Productlon of Beer 1969 

Country 1000 bbl. 01 31 gall. each Country 1000 bbl. 0131 gell . •• ch 

GermanyW. 71,567 b. f. 4,910 456,218 
East") 13,039 84,606 Kenya 665 

England 45,999 Nigeria 601 
USSR") 30,791 Angola 580 
Czeehoslovakla 17,741 Cameroons 511 
Franee 16,789 Aigeria 469 
Belgium 11,560 Rhodesia 383 
Spain 10,286 Moroeeo 298 
Poland 8,515 Mozamblque 294 
Netherlands 6,721 Ruanda-Burundi 273 
Austria 6,318 Tanzania 247 
Denmark 5,797 Ghana 243 
Jugoslavla 5,071 Ethiopia 213 
Italy . . 4,913 Ivory Coast 187 
Hungary 4,173 Uganda 179 
Switzerland 3,926 Egypt 174 
Sweden 3,324 Tunisia 141 
Roumanla 3,260 Congo Brazzav. 136 
Ireland") 3,238 Madagasear 77 
Bulgaria 2,557 South West Afriea 70 
Flnland 2,050 Centralafrle. Rep.·) • 68 

- Norway 1,128 Togo ....... 62 
Greeee 869 Dahomey 61 
Portugal') 810 Sudan 60 
Luxembourg 453 Senegal") 60 
Malta') .. 30 Upper Volta 42 
lee land 21 Liberia 34 

. Europe 280,946 Llbya . 26 
Guinea 14 

U.S.A. 119,148 Other Countries 72 
Canada 12,992 Afrlca 11,150 
Mexleo 11,348 Japan 23,288 
Brazll 9,374 Philipplne Islands . 2,812 
Colombia 7,755 Vietnam 1,193 
Venezuela 3,324 China") 1,023 
Argentlne 2,614 South-Korea 925 
Peru 1,936 Malaysia") " 511 
Chile 1,357 Taiwan") • 511 
Cuba") 1,158 Thailand') 358 
Puerto Rleo') 1,012 Turkey 351 
Uruguay 596 Singapore 296 
Ecuador 511 indonesia 213 
Panama 311 israel") 213 
Jamaica 268 India 213 
Guatemala 255 Hongkong 162 
Bollvia 238 Iran 158 
Nicaragua 238 Oklnawa 136 
Dominican Repubilc 178 Ceylon . 96 
Honduras . 170 Lebanon 68 
Ei Salvador .. 139 Iraq") 60 
Trinidad a. Tobago . 118 Cyprus .. 60 
Paraguay 109 Pakistan . 21 
Costa Rica') 106 Syria*) 20 
Martinique 17 Asla 32,688 
Amerlca 175,272 Australia*) 11,858 

New Zealand 3,557 
Congo-Klnshasa 2,178 Tahiti 64 
Rep. of South Afriea 2,050 Australla/Oceanla 15,479 
Zambia 682 Total 515,535 

2 e.f. 4,910 456,218 *) - estimate 



Crop 1968 (Supplement) 

Complete ligures 01 Imports and exports 01 hops, crop 1968 durlng the period of 
September 1st, 1968, to August 31st, 1969, can now be stated as lollows: 

Import Export 

Germany 9,547,2401bs. 17,495,044Ibs. 
Belgium 3,569,468 Ibs. 2,325,633 Ibs. 
England 1,793,001 Ibs. 1,754,641 Ibs. 
U.S.A. 10,453,331 Ibs. 17,OOO,773Ibs. 
France 2,401,691 Ibs. 2,635,599 Ibs. 

As a consequence 01 active demand all stocks of crop 1968 could be transferred into 
consumption. Even remainders of former crops, which, in unlmportant quantitles were stili 
avallable in the U.S.A. could be almost sold. 

Crop 1969 
Under stagnating, even slightly regressing world acreage (-0.1 %) the 1969 harvest 

was sllghtly higher (+ 3 %) than last year, while the world beer consumption Increased by 
6.1 %. The result was an evident recovery of the price level under steady sales of all hop 
provenances of crop 1969. 

The attitude of the U.S. hop growers was agaln of special signifleanee. First of all pro­
nounced hop shortage and stronger priee Inereases eould be observed on the U.S. market 
beeause of their holding .on to a poliey of stringeney. The diversifieation of world hop pro­
duetion from the U.S.A. with a share of 20 % (1966: 26.6 %) to Western Germany with at 
pressnt 24 % (1966: 18.4 %) remalned. Further aereage inereases In the Federal Republie 
should strengthen this tendeney In the future years. 

The German harvest with about 450,000 ewts. eould be sold wlthout any diflieultles be­
eause of lavourable market eondltlons. Even the priee inerease slnee the revaluation of the 
DM in October did not present signifieant diffieultles beeause the foreign producers selzed 
the opportunlty to Inerease their priees at the German revaluation rate. 

The general recovery of hop priees could also suceeed on the eontract market for erops 
1970/75. This eonstitutes the eonditlon for aereage Increases whieh to a IImlted extent are 
neeessary in the interest of better supply for the world market. 

The analytieal eharaeteristies of the erop year 1969 is the low bitter value of almost all 
European hop provenanees while U.S. hops showed eonslderable higher values as against 
the year before. 

Lupulon Bitter value 
Orlgln 

Total resln Soft 
% 

Humu-
% 

+ Frac-
% Hard % Wöllmer 

content reslns Ion tlon of reslns 
soft resl" 1969 1968 

Hallertau 13.70 11.4 83.2 5.0 36.5 6.4 46.7 2.3 16.8 5.7 6.4 
Haliertau/N~rd'br: 20.00 17.3 86.5 9.2 46.0 8.1 40.5 2.7 13.5 10.1 11.3 
Spalt • 13.30 11.2 84.2 4.9 36.8 6.3 47.4 2.1 15.8 5.6 6.3 
Tettnang 13.50 11.5 85.2 5.3 39.2 6.2 46.0 2.0 14.8 6.0 6.4 
Hersbruck 13.60 11.1 81.6 4.9 36.0 6.2 45.6 2.5 18.4 5.6 6.5 
Alsace 12.10 9.9 81.8 4.5 37.2 5.4 44.6 2.2 18.2 5.1 6,9 
BelglumiBr~w~rs:Göld 15.10 12.5 82.8 6.2 41.1 6.3 41.7 2.6 17.2 6.9 8.5 
Saaz .... 13.10 11.1 84.7 4.7 35.9 6.4 48.8 2.0 15.3 5.4 6.9 
Jugoslavla/Styrla 13.30 11.3 84.9 6.3 47.3 5.0 37.6 2.0 15.1 6.9 6.9 
Jugoslavla/Backa 14.70 12.2 83.0 5.7 38.8 6.5 44.2 2.5 17.0 6.4 7.1 
Yaklma Seedless 16.30 14.2 87.1 7.2 44.2 7.0 42.9 2.1 12.9 8.0 7.5 

The flgures of the above table refer to bitter value (as Is, alpha evalu.ted conductometrlc.lly) only In 
the beglnnlng of the season .nd will not hold good for the ludgement of supplles In the later part of the year. 

Market 
Survey 
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Acreage, Yield and Produ6tlon 1968 and 1969 

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production 
Country 1968 Pounds 1968 1969 Pounds 1969 

Acres· per acre Pounds Acres per acre Pounds 

Hallertau 22,350 I 1,704 38,078,623 23,348 1,687 39,377,353 
Spalt. 2,622 1,544 4,047,535 2,473 1,419 3,508,180 
Hersbruck. 1,045 1,236 1,291,675 877 1,586 1,390,992 
Jura 650 1,750 1,137,353 687 1,622 1,114,315 
Tettnang 2,310 1,524 3,520,085 2,318 1,895 4,392,445 
Wurttemberg 77 923 71,098 32 1,085 34,722 
Baden 59 1,147 67,681 59 1,508 88,956 
Rheinpfalz 47 797 37,478 35 1,008 35,274 
Germany (West) . 29,158 1,655 48,251,529 29,829 1,674 49,942,237 ** 

Germsny (Esst) I 5,327 917 4,885,394 5,182 1,319 6,837,567 

Saaz (Zatee). 16,578 833 13,818,874 16,538 1,071 17;108,560 
Auseha (Uslek) 3,608 874 3,152,578 3,563 1,130 4,026,702 
Other Districts. __ 1,433 1,104 1,581,800 1,483 1,087 1,611,452 
Czechoslovakla 21,619 858 18,553,252 21,584 1,082 23,346,714 

Alsace 2,471 1,256 3,103,415 1,833 1,721 3,154,783 
Burgundy . 222 1,379 306,219 163 1,582 257,938 
Flandres 544 1,433 779,657 544 1,581 859,794 
France 3,237 1,294 4,189,291 2,540 1,682 4,272,515 

Alost . 927 1,573 1,457,792 988 1,584 1,565,266 
Poperinge .. 1,754 1,592 2,793,228 1,791 1,754 3,141,555 
Vodelee 79 1,116 88,184 49 1,350 66,138 ------------
Belglum 2,760 1,572 4,339,204 2,828 1,688 4,772,959 

Siovenia 6,353 1,044 6,632,539 6,279 1,188 7,461,358 
Backa 3,079· 1,382 4,254,878 3,116 1,175 3,661,841 
Jugoslavla 

-
9,432 

-
1,154 10,887,417 11,123',199 9,395 1,184 

Austria 267 1,194 318,895 259 1,321 342,154 

Galicia 358 546 195,548 316 539 170,195 
Leen 1,829 1,368 2,501,890 2,061 1,091 2,248,141 
Cantabrlco 284 875 248,458 368 532 195,768 
Spaln. 2,471 1,192 2,945,896 2,745 952 2,614,104 

Switzerland 32 1,175 37,588 32 1,609 I 51,477 

Roumania. I 1,977 633 1,251,111 1,977 633 I 1,251,111 

Bulgarla 2,891 384 1,108,914 2,965 446 1,322,760 

Hungary 1,433 590 846,015 1,433 680 974,323 

~oland .. 5,476 809 I 4,431,246 5,832 638 3,721,365 

USSR. . . 25A51 801 I 20,392,550 25,451 801 20,392,550 ') 

Kent 9,671 1,165 11,266,939 9,111 1,487 13,548,359 
Hants!Surrey 675 1,409 951,175 610 1,306 796,742 
Sussex 1,559 1,185 1,848,006 1,433 1,363 1,953,386 
Herefordshire 4,085 1,349 5,510,618 4,020 1,287 5,174,306 
Worcestershire 1,927 1,408 2,713,863 1,544 1,293 1,996,045 
England 17,917 1,244 22,290,601 16,718 1,404 23,468,738 

t,' 

EUROPE 129,448 I 1,118 144,728,904 128,770 1,209 154,433,773 

Washington 19,101 1,510 28,841,018 18,100 1,560 28,235,966 
Oregon .. 4,500 1,480 6,659,986 4,201 1,250 5,249,924 
California . 1,500 1,660 2,489,985 1,500 1,550 2,324,971 
Idaho. 3,299 . 1,740 5,741,991 3,200 1,860 5,951,979 

U.S.A. 28,400 1,540 43,732,980 27,001 1,547 41,762,840 

Canada '. 954 1,571 I 1,498,797 966 1,662 1,605,169 

Vlctoria . 600 

I 
1,341 804,679 714 

I 

1,605 1,146,172 
Tasmania . 1,478 2,033 3,004,980 1,604 1,933 3,099,998 

Australia 2,078 1,833 3,809,659 2,318 1,832 4,246,170 

New Zealand 610 1,327 809,309 610 I 1,682 I 1,025,911 

Japan 4,610 1,572 I 7,246,630 4,253 I 1,252 5,325,432 

Manchul'la I 247 402 I 99,207 *) 247 402 99,207*) 

Northern-Korea I 1,235 143 I 176,368 ') 1,235 143 176,368 ') 

Argentine . I 610 658 401,237 544 . 567 308,644 

South Afrlca . I 336 379 127,426 306 587 179,675 

WORLD. I 168,528 I 1,202 202,630,517 166,250 1,258 209,163,189 
") Offieial Weight March 7th, 1970 4 ') Estlmate 



'Mi Ih~nen 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 TaLlsend 
Ztr. 

610 2074 

605 2057 .. .. 600 2040 

595 2023 () 

590 2006 -..J 

N 585 1989 Cl.. 

::;;: 580 1972 :!_ 
'" 575' 1955 

U 570 1938 .. 
565 " 1921 

560 ,. 1904 '7 

555 # 1887. 0 
550 ~ # 1870 -' 

'" 
5.45 .. .~ , .. 1853 ::> 

u,J: 540 ~ r .. 1836 0 ~ 

eil' 535 I~ 1819 :r: 
530 '( 1802 .. q25 q. ~ 1785 .. 
520 IV; 1768 

...... 515 ~ 1751 'I/) 

u,J' 510 1734 () 

eil 505 IJ 1717 :r: 
500 11 1700 

495 1683 ~ 

490 BIER JAHR HOPFEN 1666 

485 418,000.000 hl 1960 1.626.650 Zir. 1649 440.000.000 hl 1961 1.370.000 Ztr. 

480 A 
455.000.000 hl 1962 1.614.296Ztr. 1632 "". 470.000.000 hl 1963 1.836.683 Ztr. Lu 

~ 475 510.000.000 hl 1964 1.861.325Ztr. 1615 u.. 
"514.000.000 hl 1965 1.839.344 ZIr. a.. 

470 , 528.000.000 hl 1966 1.867,417Ztr. 1598 0 547.000.000 hl 1967 1.882.531 Zlr. 

465 sio.ooo.OOO hI 1968 U138.189 Z,lr. 1581 :r: 
604.000.000 hl 1969 1,897.516Zlr. .. 4'60 1;1 RELATION; 1.000 hl Bier 170 kg Hopfen 15.64 

(3,4Zlr.) 
1547 .. 455 

450 1530 

A cool and wet spring, favourable weather conditions in early summer, a hot and sunny 
midsummer as weil as not always ideal weather in August pravided the conditions for a 
quantitative large, however qualitative not too heavy hop crop 1969. 

Owing to unlavourable weather in March uncovering and culling could not be started 
unlil the beginning 01 April. Cool weather and showers of snow in mid-April delayed spring 
work. Gradually rising temperatures at the end 01 April and warmer weather du ring the first 
half of May lavoured growth 01 the hops. Early appearance of Downy Mildew could be kept 
under contra I through immediate sprayings. Against aphids preventive sprayings were el­
lected. 

Ample precipitations and a drop of temperatures at the beginning 01 June caused a 
temporary stillstand of the growth which, however, was equalized by line weather until the 
end 01 month. The hops reached the height 01 the trellises in due time during the first hall 
01 July and showed plentilul healthy laterals with abundant burr. 

Mid-July high summerly weather set in and lavoured the lurther development 01 the 
hop yards and especially the formation of the cones. Some thunderstorms together with 
hail as weil as high winds caused local damages in the hop growing districts. Continuous 
hot weather during the lirst hall 01 August led to damages through dryness on lighter soils. 
As a consequence of high temperatures Downy Mlldew had come to a stillstand. Intensive 
sprayings, especially against an attack 01 aphlds and Red Spider had to be applied. 

Frequent rainlalls since mid-August benelited indeed the lormation and a dense set 01 
cones, however, the ripening could not take place in a desirable manner on account 01 
cool weather. 

World 
Produclion 

Beer and Hops 
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Picking started sporadically on August 25th, 1969 and was in full swing at the end 01 
the month. Favourable weather condltions at the beginning 01 September speeded up the 
bringlng in 01 the crop, so that In all distrlcts picking was finished until mld-September. 

HALLERTAU. Especlally favourable weather conditions du ring the growing period of 
the hops eflected a large crop. On July 17th, 1969 the districts ofGeisenfeld and Neustadt! 
Donau were struck by a hailstorm, the consequences of which, however, were less evident 
than those 01 the year before. Verticillium Wilt appeard once agaln in all districts 01 the 
Hallertau very strongly, causing an estimated loss 01 approximately 20-25.000 cwts. 

Quallty. Hallertau hops, crop 1969 had middllng-sized cones of green colour. The light 
lupulin had a f.ine, intense aroma, but the bitter value was somewhat lower than the year 
belore. Whereas the pieking 01 the hops gave partly reason lor eomplaints, the drying was 
generally irreproaehable. 

SPALT. As a eonsequence 01 the lasting heat and dryness the hops, espeelally In this 
dlstriet, were seriously threatened. Rainlalls in time at the end 01 August benelited the for­
mation 01 the eones, so that an average erop eould be harvested whieh had not been ex­
peeted anymore. 

Qualily. The eones 01 Spalt hops showed an uneven growth, the Iight-yellow lupulin 
had a line aroma, the bitter value was lower than the year belore. Whereas the drying 01 
the hops was generally satislaetory, the maehlne pieking should be still improved. 

TETTNANG. High summerly weather and sulflelent preelpitations lavoured the forma­
tion 01 the cones and the ripening 01 the hops aeeompiishing ail eonditions lor a qualitative 
and quantitative record erop. Pests and diseases were kept suecessluily under control. 

Quality. Tettnang hops 01 crop 1969 had middllng-sized cones and yellowish-green 
colour with oecasional wind-whipping. The Iight-yellow lupulin was 01 line and mild aroma. 
"The bitter value was only somewhat lower than the year belore. PIcking and drying gave 
reason lor eomplaints In some eases only. 

HERSBRUCKER GEBIRGE. In this dlstrlct, too, the weather was marked by an extra­
ordinary dryness. Only in the second half 01 August plentilul precipitations provlded the 
soil moisture neeessary lor the development 01 the eones. Therelrom prolited especially 
the laie varieties whleh brought forth a hlgher yield. Apart Irom some local damages 
through storm and hail, the stand 01 the hops was good. 

Quality. The eones 01 the Hersbruek Gebirge hops, crop 1969, were 01 middiing-slzed 
growth and green eolour. The light lupulin had a fine and spiey aroma. Whereas kilning was 
generally satisfying, machine pieking eould be still improved. 

The Crop Estimating Commisslon establlshed the lollowing ligures: 

Hallertau . . . . 
Spalt . . . . . 
Tettnang. . . . 
Hersbruck Gebirge 
Jura 
Wurttemberg 
Baden ... 
Rheinpfalz . 

Yield estlmated 
1969 
Ibs. 

37,147,510 
3,527,360 
3,968,280 
1,267,645 
1,102,300 

38,580 
77,161 
27,557 

47,156,393 

Yleld welghed 
on March 7th, 1970 

Ibs. 

39,377,352 
3,508,179 
4,392,445 
1,390,992 
1,114,315 

34,722 
88,955 
35,273 

49,942,233 

Wlth regard to agricultural products, an error in estimatlng of 6 % Is withln the range 
of a good estimate. It has to be considered that the task of the Estimating Commlssion is 
complieated by the existence 01 unregistered aereage, by not exactly determinable crop 
losses caused by Verticillium Will as weil as different yields 01 newly planted hop varie­
ties in the Hallertau. 



Since first welghlng results were lower than expected, apprehenslons were express- Purchases 1969 
ed that the officlally fixed estimate figure was too high. According to newspaper publica-
lions the Bavarian Government had made avallable an amount of4 million DM to support 
the market, provided that the price for Hallertau hops, crop 1969 paid to farmers would 
drop below DM 300.- per cwt. 

Purchase set in unusually early rlght after plcklng had started. At the end of September 
a noticeable consolidation of the market was observed. By steady lively aclivity all German 
districts were sold out at an early date. 

HALLERTAU. At the beglnnlng of the harvest al ready first purchases were effected at 
DM 286.-. Growers, however, generally remained reluctant, as first of all forward con­
tracts had to be delivered. By mld-October the delivery of hops under contract could be 
terminated. During the second half of November still free available hops went into second 
hand. The development of prices was as folIows: 

9/10 

DM 286.-

9/15 

286.-

9/20 

305.-

9/25 9/30 10/1 

333.- 352.- 381.-

The last-mentioned quotation was valid untll the seil out of the district. Only sporadi­
cally hlgher prices could be obtalned by farmers. 

SPALT. Because of varying prices Spalt hop growers showed only liltle Interest In 
selling their surplus hops. Free avallable lots were almost sold out on September 25th, 
1969. Prices developped as folIows: 

9/10 9/15 9/20 9/25 9/30 10/1 

DM 362.- 362.- 381.- 381.- 400.- 400.-

The weighing of the hops was nearly finlshed on October 2nd, small remaining lots 
were still traded at DM 410.-. On October 10th, the quotatlons were nominal at DM 429.-, 
but no more offers existed. 

HALLERTAU - SPALT ••••• TETTNANG II .. UIIII. 

TETTNANG. Due to an above-average crop farmers were willing to seil. As a conse­
quence of steady IIvely demand, free avallable hops were almost sold out on September 
25th, and on October 1st, the officlal crop estimate was already exceeded. 7 
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Whereas right after the beginning of the harvest first, purehases were effected at DM 
381.-, farmers could only obtain DM 362.- during the following days. At the beginning 
of September dealers even paid only DM 333.~. The. reluctance of the producers observed 
at this time, led 10 a stillstand of purchasing. From September 10th on, the following quota­
tions developped: 

9/10 9/15 9/20 9/25 9/30 10/1 

DM 362.- 362.- 362.- 381.- 381.- 381.-

Customers look over remaining lols at prices up to DM 410.-. The district was sold 
out at the end of October. 

HERSBRUCK. On account of small offers first purehases were made on August 25th 
at DM 257. . This quotation was effective unlil the end of September. Then a sud den rise 
of prices took place as the following table shows: 

9/10 9/15 9/20 

DM 257.- 257.- 257.-

9/25 

286.-

9/30 . 

305.-

10/1 

333.-

Sporadically farmers obtained DM 362.-, Ihe main share of free available hops, how­
ever, was traded at DM 333.-. At the end of Oclober the dislrict was practically sold out. 

As prices paid 10 farmers in the Hallertau never dropped under a level of DM 300.­
but, on the contrary, steadily increased until the distriet was sold out, no intervention on 
the hop marke! was necessary. 

_ All quotalions as mentioned above are net prices plus added value tax, and refer 10 
hops ex stocks of farmers. 

In conlras! io previous years business 0 n the market started early. The small offers 
of Spalt hops on larms led to deals al ready at ihe beginning of September 1969 on the 
base of DM 395.-. In the middle of the month active trading with Hallertau hops set in 
and at the end of September a general demand for all varieties started, which, however, could 
not be sallsfled entlrely. Corresponding 10 purehases on farms the Nuremberg Markel no­
ticed a sensible price raising. The quotations developed as folIows: 

Date Hallertau Spalt Tettnang Hersbruck 

9/17/69 DM . 330.-/335.- 398.-/410.- 415.-/420.- 305,-/315.-
9/24/69 385.- 435.- 445.- 340.- nominal 

10/ 1/69 400.- 460.- 460.- 385.-
10/ 8/69 435.- 465.-/455.- 450.- 400.-
10/15/69 425.- 455.- 450.- 390.-
10/30/69 425.~ 
11/ 7/69 425.- . 450.- 450.-/435.-
11/14/69 428.- 445.- 435.- 380.-
12/30/69 410.-/415.-'-:' 430.- 425.~/430.- 365.- nominal , 

The rapidlyadvancing elearanceof all growing districts directedthecontinuouslivelyde­
mand until the middle of October for mostly Hallertau Bnd Spalt hops on the Nuremberg 
Marke!. Then the demand declined eonsiderably, with only sporadie trading, mostly in Hal­
lertau hops. This quiet tendency remained for several weeks and actlve trading started agaln 
only towards the end of the year. 

In the following months still available stocks continued to decrease with bareiy chang­
ed prices. Slight coneesslons in quotations for Hallertau hops to DM 400.- in March were 
followed by a renewed rise of prices to DM 415.-/425.-for the last remainlng lots in April 
1970. They consisted mostly of repurchases from breweries. By the end of April the Nurem­
berg Market was no longer able to supply hops of crop 1969. 

Since November 1969 an active interest In forward contracts was to be notieed on the 
Nuremberg Market, especially for Hallertau hops crop 1970 which were mostly traded in 
connection with later years. Since February 1970, however, there were no more offers for 
crop 1970 alone. 

The above quotations are per 50 kilos net, plus added value tax, paeking excluded, ex 
warehouse. 



Gurrent- and Gontract(3-5 years) prices in the Hallertau 
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1960 1969 
Distrlcts Acreage Existing aer. Additional 8er. Total acres acres acres acres 

Hallertau , 14,344 22,303 1,045 23,348 
Spalt 2,258 2,409 64 2,473 
Hersbruck 1,376 857 20 877 
Jura 440 625 62 687 
Tettnang . 1,791 2,276 42 2,318 
Wurttemberg 376 32 - 32 
Baden. 74 57 - 57 
Pfalz 62 35 - 35 
Other Districts . 47 32 - 32 

Germany. 20,768 28,626 1,233 29,859 

As the Hop-Provenience-Law does not refer 10 hop varieties grown in the different dis­
tricts, no exact information is available regarding the share of hop varieties with a high bit­
ter value in the Hallertau. 

On October 25th, 1969, the new Federal Government decreed the expected revaluation 
of the DM 01 8.5 % (foreign exchange converted into DM 9.3 Ufo) effective since October 
27th, 1969. The Stabilization Law was at the same time repealed. 

Since payment for agricultural productsin the EEG which are made subject to market 
regulations in compensation units (so-called Green Dollars) the German agriculture suffers 
a loss of profit which according to official calculations amounts to 1.7 billion Marks yearly. 
After tough negotiations, the Minislry Gouncil of the EEG authorized the Federal Govern­
me nt topay toGermanfarmers complete compensation prellminarily for four years (1970/73). 
For this purpose a limited and graduated contribution is to be made Irom the EEG agricul­
tural funds. The development of the' German agriculture is to be examined before the end 
of the last fiscal year. 

The annual 1.7 billion DM has to be raised with 920 million government subsidy from 
budget resources and 780 million by raising the added value tax for agricultural products. 

The Revaluatlon Gompensation Law was published in Federal Law Journal No. 134 on 
December 31st, 1969, effective since January 1st, 1970. Accordingly, at the first turnover 
level the added value tax has been raised fro m 5 % to 8 % and at the next trade level it 
remains as in the former regulation. Since the producers are able to deduct the 8 Ufo, no 
payments are being made to the Revenue Offices. 

Total in Ibs. 
Percentage of Total 

German Export I Export "In bond" 

1967 1,555,580 31.10% I 68.90% 9/1/67 - 8/31/68 

1968 1,978,646 46.20% I 53.80% 
9/1/68 - 8/31/69 
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Since January 1st, 1970 the Tariff Union of the EEC beeame effeetive, informations 
eoneernlng German export and transit ean only be given for third party eountrles. Thls 
leads to a distorted pieture, so that In the future export of extraet will only be shown in 
the export statistlcs. 

From September 1st, 1969, untll March 31st, 1970, hops were imported as folIows: 

Country 
Domestle Rellnement Country Domestle Rellnement 

Consumpt. transit Consumpt. transit 

I~s. I~s. Ibs. Ibs. 
U.S.A. 772,271 339,729 b. I. 5,246,946 4;599,457 
Jugoslavla . 1,204,373 1,586,430 Spaln - 360,011 
Czechoslovakla 1,330,697 1,207,239 Poland - 257,497 
Belglum-Luxembourg 953,710 563,055 Aust~a - 49,824 
France 985,897 903,004 Other Countrle. 16,975 54,895 
e. I, 5,246,946 4,599,457 Total . 5,263,923 5,321,684 

Imports crop 1968 untll March 31st, 1969 - 3,750,024Ibs. / tranSIt 4,606,2931bs. 

From September 1st, 1969, untll March 31st, 1970, exports of Hops/Powder and Ex­
traets were as folIows: 

Country Hop,,!.Powder Extract Country IHOP"!!'oWder Extraet 
Ibs, Ibs, Ibs, Ibs, 

France 1,168,218 316,360 b, I, 14,156,949 1,125,887 
Austrla 582,235 61,067 Mozamblque 28,660 6,834 
Italy 577,605 230,822 Algerla ". . 24,251~ -
Great Brltaln 541,009 13,568 Ruanda-Burundi 23,369 3,307 
Sweden 520,947 30,203 Togo ...... 19,400 -
Belglum 514,333 27,778 Rep, 01 South Alrlca 11,684 48,060 
Denmark 502,208 59,965 Ethlopla , • 11,023 2,425 
Flnland 436,511 15,432 Zambla 9,039 -
Swltzerland 410,496 93,475 Moroeco 7,716 -
Czechoslovakla 395,285 - Gabun 6,614 441 
Spaln 364,861 89,507 Ivory Coast 5,512 -
Netherlands 209,437 117,285 Sudan 4,409 -
Norway 202,823 3,527 Upper Volta 4,409 -Portugal 83,775 - Ghana 3,307 12,125 
[reland . 38,801 - Senegal 3,307 882 
Malta 15,432 - Reunion 3,307 -
Europe 6,563,976 1,059,089 Congo-Brazzav. 2,205 661 

U.S.A. 6,921,342 14,109 Nigeria 18,298 

Venezuela 206,791 - Alrlea 629,194 149,251 
Brazll 182,761 661 Japan 1,088,631 1,102 
Argentlne 106,923 - South-V,letnam 254,190 52,910 
Canada 50,265 - Thailand 157,408 -
Mexleo 35,715 - Talwan 102,514 -
Uruguay 33,951 10,362 Ph1l1pplne Isl. 65,477 -
Bollvla 20,944 220 South-Korea 55,115 -
Nicaragua 11,133 - Hongkong 50,485 -
Martinique 11,023 1,543 Iran 31,305 661 
Panama 8,818 - Turkey. 22,046 -
Trlnldad a. Tobago 3,307 220 Birma 13,889 -
Ohlle - 39,683 Cyprus 7,716 -
Amerlea 7,592,973 66,798 Cambodla 6,614 7,716 

Canary Islands 153,220 - Ceylon 4,409 1,102 

Kenya-Ug.nda 108,907 - Asls .... 1,859,799 63,491 
Angol. 90,609 13,228 Amer. Oceanla 28,660 

Congo-Klnshas. 46,297 42,990 Austr.lI. 28,660 
Madagascar 33,289 - Other Countries 19,841 14,110 
Tanzanla 28,660 Total 16,694,443 1,352,739 
c, I. 14,156,949 1,125,887 

I 
Exports crop 1968 untll March 31st, 1969 = Hops/Powder 15,004,8391bs. / Extracts 1,415,574Ibs. 

According to obligations signed in 1957 the Ministry Council had to eome to a deci­
sion as regards to Market Regulations for agricultural produets until 1970, Under the 
pressure of lacking time tough negotiations were held in December 1969 which led the EEC 
out of its stagnation and the road towards its final status was eleared, This was possible 
because of agreement within the Mlnlstry Ccuncil regarding distribution of the finaneial 
burdens. 

Upon acceptanee of the Wine Market Regulation in April 1970, the issue of agricul­
tural flnancing in the EEC eould be solved also. The last obstaele to start EEC member­
ship negotiations with other countries - England, Ireland, Denmark and Norway - was 
thus removed. The first diseussions are supposed to start thls summer al ready. 



Nevertheless there are retardations in some areas. The initiation of a uniform added 
value tax for instance, had to be postponed till January 1st, 1972. Another problem are 
the already consummated commercial treaties between different member states and Eastern 
block countries, as they do not consider the EEC as an economic uni!. Under current con­
ception bilateral agreements willhave to remain lor the next three years. 

For the special cultivation Hops, the initiation of a hop market regulation is planned 
too. As reported, the German delegation, however, was ready to lorego a market regulation 
as long as other countries would assurne the same position regarding other agrlcultural 
products. The German side, however, was outvoted and France as weil as Italy claimed 
for additional market regulations. The Federal Republic therelore, will insist on a hop mar­
ket regulation, too, and its being in effect as 01 crop 1971 is within the realm of possibility. 

Since January 1st, 1970, the so far eollected domeslic tarlffs on hops have been ell­
minated. When passing the custom border merely the import taxes in force In the respee­
tive countries have to be paid. The corresponding regulations for the shipment of merehan­
dise within the EEC were uniformly imposed and simplified. 

Since January 1st, 1970, upon entry of hops Irom third party countries into the Com­
mon Market, a common foreign ta riff redueed from 10.8 % to 10.2 % is to be paid, whereby 
equalization with EEC produets through tarlff proteetion is aecomplished. 

The aeeomplishment of spring work was delayed by rather variable weather in April. 
Extremely cool weather with abundant rainfalls In May causing a setback In growth of the 
plants, eould be largely equalized by favourable weather conditlons in June. Downy Mil­
dew and the strong appearanee of aphlds had to be earefully eontrolled. High summerly 
temperatures at the beginning of July until mid-August together with stormy preeipitations 
lavoured the further development of the hops. Merely in the vieinity of Halle/Magdeburg 
where preeipitations were searee, hop yards had to be irrigated. Generally the hop yards 
showed an uniform growth and a rich set of cones. 

Picking started on August 25th, and was linished on September 15th under fine wea­
ther. As in the years before there was lack of labour for the hand-picking. 

Quallty. The cones were even in growth. The bitter value was lower as agalnst the 
year before. The crop was graded as folIows: 3 % of grade 11, 44 % of grade 111 and 53 % 
of grade IV. In as much as only unimportant hop quantitles being exported, the crop was 
almost exclusively available for the local brewing industry. Import had not changed against 
the year before. 

On account of bad weather uncoverlng and cutting could not be started until the end 
of April. Fine and sunny weather benefited first of all the growth of the plants, but this 
development was slowed down again in the first days of June. The hops reached the height 
of the trellises at the beginning of July and stood in full bloom by mid-July. Whereas the 
appearance of Downy Mildew was less evident, aphids had to be intensively controlled. 
Because of lasting favourable weather condltlons 1111 mid-August, especlally the formation 
01 the cones was benefited. Warm nights and precipitations in the second half of August 
led to an unexpected increase of the yield, so that the largest crop of the past 35 years 
could be obtalned. 

Pleking set in on August 21 st and was flnished on September 1 Oth under exeellent wea­
ther. 368 picking machines were in action and harvested about 56 % of the crop. Due to 
the inereasing mechanisation of the hop picking, the demand for plckers Is steadily decli-
ning. . 

Quallly. The cones were of middllng size and even green colour, but the content of 
lupulin, however, was lower than the year belore. The erop was graded as folIows: 82 % 
of grade I end 18 % of grade 11. 

The horne brewing industry eecepted 99,600 ewts. of hops, part of whleh was eonvert­
ed into extrae!. In addition 8,000 ewts. of hops crop 1969 were imported, exports amounted 
to 121,000 ewts. 
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Unlavourable elimatie eondltions marked the growing period in 1969. Spring work was 
hampered by cold and rainy weather in April. Warm and sunny weather in May elleeted. a 
quick growlh 01 the plants which, however, was retarded by abundant preeipitations and 
noticeable cooling oll at the end 01 June. A severe Ihunderstorm at the beginning 01 July 
damaged about 20 % 01 the acreage. Unlil mid-August lasting dry and sunny weather 
led to a strong attack 01 aphids which could not be controlled despite 01 application 01 
approved spray materials. The erop result was considerably reduced. 

Picking set in on August 25th and was linished on September 15th under relatively line 
weather. There was lack 01 pickers. 

Quality. As a result 01 the unlavourable elimatic conditions the eones were 01 uneven 
growth, yellowish-green colour and occasionally with blemishes. The bitter value was lower 
than the year belore. The crop was graded as lollows: 84.1 % 01 grade I, 15.3 % 01 grade II 
and 0.6 % 01 grade 111. 

A quantity 01 about 3,940 ewts. was exported whereas 1,760 ewts. were imported. 

The lavourable elimatic conditions during the growing period until the end 01 June 
especially benelited early varieties, which also ripened on the lower part 01 the bines. On 
the other hand cool and rainy weather retarded the development 01 the cones 01 late 
varielies which proved disadvantageous lor the quality. With the exception 01 strongly ap­
pearing Oidium causing local damages, pests and diseases could be controlled in time. 

Whereas the picking 01 the early varieties was delayed by bad weather Irom the 5th 
-until the 25th 01 August, the harvest 01 the late varieties could be coneluded in time. 

Quality. The early varieties were judged better than the year belore, the cones 01 the 
late varieties, on the contrary, remained small. The crop was graded as lollows: 29.8 % 01 
grade I, 26.8 % 01 grade 11 and 43.4 % 01 grade 111. 

The whole crop was consumed by the Hungarian State. Brewery. To cover the de­
mand, an additional quantity 01 8,000 cwts. was imported in 1969. 

In the SANNTAL (SLOVENIA) spring work was done in time. Very warm and sunny 
weather until the end 01 June benelited the growth 01 the plants which, in general, had 
reached the height 01 the trellises at this time. On account 01 unimportantpreeipitations 
during this period, the bines remained pointed and had shorter laterals. Ample rainlalls 
at the beginning 01 July lavoured the lurther development 01 the hops. Preventive spray­
ings against Downy Mildewand a strong attack 01 Red Spider had to be effected. High tem­
peratures at the end 01 July as weil as in the lirst half 01 August affected the unilorm lorm­
ation and ripening 01 the hops. Precipitatlons in due time enabled a good crop. 

Picking started on August 17th, and was finished at the beginning 01 September. Last­
ing rainlalls complicated the bringing in 01 the erop. About 18 % 01 the hops were picked 
by machines. 

Quality. The eones 01 Styrian hops crop 1969 were 01 unequal size, even-green colour 
and had a high content 01 lupulin. The crop was graded as lollows: 92.93 % 01 grade I, 
6.42 % 01 grade 11 and 0.65 % 01 grade 111. The home brewing industry reeeived 12,257 
ewts. 01 hops, 55,432 ewts. were exporled. 

BACKA. Lasting warm weather and abundant rainlalls Irom June till the end 01 July 
lavoured the spreading 01 Downy Mildewand Red Spider, so that on the average 9 spray­
ings were neeessary. Heavy Ihunderslorms during the period IromJuly 1st till August 25th 
with high winds up to 160 km/h destroyed to some extent entire hop yards, eausing an 
estimated loss 01 about 8-10,000 ewts. 01 hops. 

Picking started on August 25th and eould be linished under windy and rainy weather 
on September 15th. About 22 % 01 the crop was harvested by 17 picking machines. A 
eomplete change to maehine-pieking is intended. 



Quality. The cones were of middling-sized growth, green colour with occasional 
wind-whipping. The bitter value of the previous year could not be obtained. The crop was 
graded as folIows: 84.56 % of grade I, 13.37 % of grade 11 and 2.07 % of grade 111. The 
acreage in the Backa of 3,116 acres is supposed to be enlarged in the next 5 years to 
3,780 acres. 

Exports amounted to a total of 28,420 cwts., whereas the home brewing industry re­
ceived 4,800 cwts. 

In the district of MUEHLVIERTEL spring work was strongly hampered by snowfalls 
and cold weather. Warm weather in May caused a· vigorous. and quick growth of the hops. 
Already at this time preventive sprayings against aphids and Downy Mildew had to be ef­
fected. In June also the development of the plants made further good progress, so that 
the bines had reached the height of the trellises by the end of the month. The hops stood 
in bloom by mid-July and had only a fair overhang. A hot speil lasting from July till the first 
half of August hampered the formation of the hops and caused damages through dryness, 
especially on light soils. Abundant rainfalls since mid-August still produced an ample set of 
cones, even covering the lower third of the bines. 

Picking started on August 25th and was finished on September 13th by continuous 
fine weather. For the first time a picking mach ine was in action and as a result, there was 
no lack of labour during the short harvest-time. 

The hops of crop 1969 were'in colour and quality remarkably better than the yearbe­
fore. The crop was graded as folIows: 97 % of grade land 3 % of grade 11. Home breweries 
pald for first quality Austrian Sh. 2,700.- and for grade 11 Austrian Sh.2,380.-:- per 50 kilos. 

On 86 acres, a crop of 118,938 Ibs. (1,384 Ibs. per acre) was harvested. 

In the distrlct of LEUTSCHACH favourable weather conditions prevailed du ring the en­
tire growing period. The relatively insignificant appearance of Downy Mildewand aphids 
could be successfully controlled. From the usual hailstorms the district was exempted. 
Despite a bad weather period in the second half of August, for the first time the 2,000 cwt. 
limit was passed. Picking started at the end of August and was finished on September 10th 
under constant rainfalls. The bringing in of the crop was extremely complicated by muddy 
soils in the hop yards. 

As a consequence of the bad weather durlng the harvest the quality 01 the past year 
could not be reached. The hops were graded as lollows: 70.2 % of grade I, 19.8 % 01 gra­
de 11 and 10 % of grade 111. 

The entlre crop was accepted according to contracts by the home brewing industry. 
On an acreage 01 173 acres, a crop 01 223,215 Ibs. (1,290 Ibs. per acre) was harvested. 

AUSTRIA 

The growth 01 the hops was generally characterized by lavourable weather conditions SWITZERLAND 
and was especially benelited by high summerly temperatures with thundershowers du ring 
the months 01 July and August. The plants had a vigorous overhang and showed a better 
set 01 cones than the previous year. As a consequence of hot weather the appearance of 
Downy Mildew was quite scarce, whereas aphids had to be controlled with special atten-
tion. 

Picking lasted from August 21st till September 10th, and was made difficult by abun­
dant precipitations during the first few days. The total crop was picked by machines. 

Quallty. The cones were good in colour, but somewhat uneven in growth. The whole 
crop was classilied as grade I. On an acreage of 31 acres, a crop 01 51,477 Ibs. (1,660 Ibs. 
per acre) was harvested. 

The prlce to farmers was standardized at Sfrs. 540.-, Sfrs. 60.- of which had to be 
paid into the Compensation Fund. 13 
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In general the weather In 1969 was not too favourable. In the second half of July ex­
tremely strong rainfalls and high temperatures during the day were the reason for a heavy 
altack of Downy Mildew in all three growing districts causing considerable losses, especial­
Iy in the district of Le6n. Immediately started control measures lavoured by good weather 
in July, prevented a further spreading of diseases and pests. Desplte 01 all the crop suffer­
ed a drawback of about 3,000 cwts. as agalnst the year before. 

Plcklng started on August 16th and was flnlshed on September 20th under good wea­
ther. 30 % 01 the crop was picked by machines, lor the remainlng quantity sufficient plckers 
were available. 

Quallly. The crop was graded as folIows: 88 % of grade I, 11.8 % of grade 11 and 0.2 % 
of grade 111. Prices paid to farmers remained unchanged. 

Acreages and yield were as folIows: 

District 
Acreage Crop Yield per acre 

acres Ibs. Ibs. 

Zone I -Gallcla 316 170,195 539 
Zone 11 - Le6n 2,061 2,248,140 1,091 
Zone 111- Cantäbrlca 368 195,768 532 

Total 2,745 2,614,104 2,952 

For crop 1970 an extension of the acreage 01 about 309 acres is planned. 

The share for the different hop varieties grown in Spaln, was for crop 1969 as folIows: 

Variety H-7 
Variety H-3 
Variety H-15 

20.2% 
36.5% 

0.1 % 

Hallertau roots 
Striesselspalter 
Golding 

7.75% 
29.35% 

6.1 % 

. Varielles H-3, H-7 and H-15 are hybrids grown In the country. The cultivation of Gold­
Ing hops is decreasing furthermore. Also the variety Striesselspalt should be replaced by 
high-yielding varielles because of overaged hop yards. 

In ALSACE spring work was strongly affected by bad weather conditions In March! 
April. Downy MIldewand aphlds had to be controlled very early. High summerly weather in 
July stimulated the plants vigorously, so that generally at this time the height 01 the trelll­
ses was reached. The yards stood In full bloom at the end 01 July. The formalion 01 Ihe co­
nes was lavoured through constant nice weather conditions. Since mid-August the high 
temperatures were replaced by am pie precipltations being advantageous lor the formation 
of the cones and the rlpening 01 the hops, thUs leading to a quantitatively and qualltatively 
good crop. 

Picking started on September 2nd and was finished under sunny and warm weather 
on September 20th. The crop was harvested by 225 picking machines. 

Quallty. The cones were of unequal size and even green colour. The bitter value of 
the Alsace hops was lower than the year belore. The crop was graded as folIows: 90 % of 
grade I, 6 % of grade 11 and 4 % of grade 111. The purchase prices for tree hops were be­
tween FF 350.- and FF 400.-. The dlstrict was sold out at the end 01 November. 

In FLANDRES uncoverlng and cutllng was delayed by a cool and wet spring. Agalnsl 
Downy MIldewand aphlds sprayings had 10 be effected once a week since April. The hop 
yards reached the height of the trellises on July 8th and showed a small overhang. Accord­
Ing to varlety bloom set In at the end of July, beglnning 01 August. Continulng warm wea­
ther with several rainfalls tavoured the formation of the cones and the ripening of the hops. 

Picking started on August 28th and was flnished by constant fine weather atthe end of 
September. The total crop was harvested by 50 machines. 



Qualily and colour of the hops was judglld.better than In 1968. The crop was graded 
as folIows: 60 % of grade I, 35 % of grade" and 5 % of grade 111. Prices pald to farmers 
for free hops developed as folIows: 

Brewers Gold FF 
Northern Brewer FF 

9/1 
400.-
500.-

9/15 
400.-
500.-

10/1 
450.-
600.-

The dlstrict was sold out at the end of December 1969. 

10/15 
500.-
650.-

11/1 
550.-
700.-

Figures publlshed by the Statistical Bureau of the Mlnlstry of Agrlculture show that 
as against 1965, in Alsace and Burgundy the hop acreage Is retrograde by about 20 %, 
whereas In the district of Flandres an extension by nearly 40 % has taken pi ace. 

As weil as in other hop growing districts a reduction of the number 01 farmers is ob­
served on one side, whereas Ihe average cultivated hop acreage per farm has been In­
creased. 

For 1969 the cultivatlon of varletles In France is indlcated as folIows: 

Variety 1 Striesselspalt Northern Brewer Brewers Gold Others Total 
acres % acres % acres % acres % acres % 

--
Alsace 1,680 91.6 8 0.5 4 0.2 141 7.7 1,833 100 
Flandres - - 221 40.7 248 45.7 74 13.6 543 100 
Burgundy 32 19.7 15 9.1 32 19.7 84 51.5 163 100 

Alsace: As to the 140 acres specifled under "Others", about 134 acres are being allotted 
to the variety Record, high in bitter value, whlch, as weil as Northern Brewer, 
shows a rising share. 

Flandres: The varlety Brewers Gold has already a domlnallng position whereas other va­
rieties (Fuggles and Hallertau hops) are disappearlng. 

In 1969 France imported: 

Country Iba. Country Ibo. 

Germany (We_tU 896,170 b. f. ........ 1,557,991 
Jugoslavia 385,364 Belq'um-Luxembourg 93,255 
Czechoslovakla 276,457 U.S.A ....•. , 28,880 
e. r. 1,557,991 Total 1,680,126 

French hop Imports lor the ealendar year 1968 = 2,671,314Ibs. 

Export of French hops In 1969 were as folIows: 

Country Ibo. Country Iba. 

Germany (West) 2,505,087 b. I. 3,062,630 
Belglum-Luxembourg 356,925 Swltzerland 7,275 
U.S.A. 104,278 New~Caledonla 4,850 
Algerl. ...... 37,699 Gabun 4,409 
Congo (Brazzavllle) . 22,266 Cambodl. 3,307 
Spanish North Alrlea 22,046 Norway 1,102 
Cameroons 14,329 Other Countries. 441 
e. f. 3,062,630 Total 3,083,794 

French hop exports lor the ealendsr yesr 1968 = 1,863,988Ibs. 

In the dlstrlct of ALOST the planls came relatlvely weil through the mild and modera­
tely wet winter, with the appearance of root rot In some areas only. Changeable weather 
In May and June affected the growth of the hops unfavourably. Careful control measures 
agalnst Downy Mlldew, Oidlum and aphlds had to be repeated almost every ten days. 
Dry and hot weather from July tlll mld-August stlmulated Ihe varietles Hallertau, Saaz 
and Tettnang to an unusual abundant growth. Contrary to thls the development of 
Northern Brewer and Brewers Gold tendlng more 10 wet weather conditions, was affected. 
After a long-Iasting hot speil, constant rainfalls in the second half of August provided a 
good formation of the hops. 
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Picking started on August 25th and was finished within 3 weeks under fine weather 
condltions. The entire ·crop was harvestedby machines. 

Qualily. The cones were developed normally, of green colour and showed occasional 
wind-whipping only. The crop was graded as folIows: 90 % of grade land 10 % of grade 11. 

POPERINGE. As a consequence 01 unusually cool and wet weather hops showed only 
a slow development until the end of April. Warm and sunny weather in May, interrupted by 
a short period 01 rain at the beginning of June, caused quickgrowth,so that the bines reach­
ed the height of the trellises at the beginning of July. Whereas Downy Mildewand Oidium 
could be kept under control by regular sprayings, the control 01 the strongly appearing 
aphids caused great difficulties. On account 01 hot weather in July/beginning of August 
the variety Northern Brewer remained pointed whereas the variety Replant Hallertau show­
ed a vigorous overhang. The ripening of the cones was benefited by lavourable weather 
at the end of August. 

Picking started generally on the 1st and was finishedon the 20th of September. With 
the exception of the first week the crop was harvested under dry weather conditions by 150 
picking machines. 

Qualily. Not considering the conte nt of lupulin, growth and colour of the cones was 
better than the year belore. The crop was graded as folIows: 75 % of grade I, 24 % of gra­
de 11 and 1 % of grade 111. 

At the beginning 01 September prices to farmers for Northern Brewer amounted to 
FB 5,000.- (DM 365.85), rose till the beginning of October to FB 6,000.- (DM 439.-) and, 
as a consequence of increased demand, reached FB 6,500. (DM 475.60) at the beginning 
of November. The price development for Replant Hallertau and Brewers Gold was similar. 

Duotations for these varieties were FB 3,500.- (DM 256.-) on September 1 st, increased 
to FB 4,500.- (DM 329.30) at the beginning of Octbber and reached FB 5,000.- (DM 
365.85) at the end of the month. With the exception of about 150 cwts. the hop growing dis­
trict was sold out at the end of November. 

Concerning the development of the cultivation of varieties the following summary can 
be stated: 

Variety 1962 1966 1967 1968 1969 

Replant Hallertau . . 55% 25% 17% 14% 11 % 
Replant Saaz!Tetlng. 6% 1% 1% 1% -
Northern Brewer 19 % 40% 42% 45% 46% 
Brewers Gold 15 % 33% 40% 40% 43% 

Belgium imported the following quantities of hops, crop 1969 from September 1st, 1969 
until December 31st, 1969: 

Country Ibs. Country Ibs. 

Czechoslovakla 882,942 b. f. 1,662,047 
Germany (West) 278,441 Poland 60,626 
France 204,587 Germany (East) . 49,603 
Jugoslavla 155,865 Great Britaln 34,392 
U.S.A. 140,212 Spain 13,007 
c. f. 1,662,047 Total 1,819,675 

Belglan hop Imports crop 1968 unlil December 31st, 1968. 1,648,820Ibs. 

Exports of Belgian hops from September 1st, 1969, until December 31st, 1969 are 
shown as folIows: 

Country Ibs. Country Ibs. 

Germany (West) 997,802 b. f. 1,397,716 
Graat Brltaln 173,722 Denmark 5,070 
U. S.A. 129,630 Nepal 5,070 
Sweden 59,965 Portugal 4,850 
Kenya 15,432 Flnland 4,409 
Franc9 7,937 Cameroons 4,189 
Netherlands 6,614 Norway 2,205 
Mozambique 6,614 Pakistan 1,984 

c. f. 1,397,716 Tolal 1,425,494 

Belg,.n hop exports crop 1968 untll December 31st, 1968: 1,390,437Ibs. 



The weather conditions, particularly in South-Eastern Districts were excellent for the 
growth. During the hot summer, the so im portant rains for the further development of 
the hops fell between mid-June and mid-July, an appearance which was not observed dur­
ing the past 30 years in England. The West Midlands. were not quite so fortunate, as the 
hops did not get the rains until later and had al ready suffered accordingly. Whereas Dow­
ny Mildewand Oidium could be controlled by regular sprayings, the control of aphids, 
strongly appearing without interruption until shortly before the crop, caused extreme 
difficulties. 

Picking started at the beginning 01 September and was finished within 4 weeks. Apart 
from a few rainy days the weather during the harvest was dry. 

Qualily. As a result of the good weather during the summer months colour and con­
tent 01 lupulin were better than the year belore. The crop was graded as foliows: 33 % of 
grade I, 66 % of grade 11 and 1 % of grade 111. The average price to producers was fixed at 

33.12.0. 

Concernlng the development of the cultivation of varielies in England the lollowing 
figures were published: 

Year . Goldings Golding Fuggles Others varieties 

1962 19.0% 6.8% 62.5% 11.7 % 
1967 21.8% 10.8% 52.9% 14.5% 
1968 19.1 % 11.4 % 53.0% 16.5% 
1969 19.8% 13.8% 42.3% 24.1 % 

Owing to the increasing demand of the brewing industry for hop varielies wilh a high 
alpha conlent, the portion of Fuggles has decreased 10 42.3 %, whereas "Olhers" rose to 
24.1'%. The breweries showed a considerable interest for the varieties "Bramling Cross" 
and "Progress", which are predicted to be promising varieties for the future. 

The following quantities of hops crop 1969 were imported from September 1st, 1969 to 
March 31st, 1970: 

Country ewts. Country I ewts. 

Jugoslavia 7,Q43 b. I. 17,820 
Germany (West) 4,280 Australia 171 
Belglum 2,847 Switzerland 118 
Canada 1,868 freland 99 
U.S.A. 604 Bulgaria 89 
Po land 551 Netherlands 75. 
Czechoslovakla 352 New Zealand . 69 
Denmark 275 Total ..... 18,441 
C. f. 17,820 1 cwt. = 50.8 kgs 

Engllsh imports 01 hops crop 1968 untll March 31st, 1969 = 15,597 cwts. 

The following quantities of hops crop 1969 were exported trom September 1st, 1969 to 
March 31st, 1970: 

Country ewts. Country ewts. 

Ireland 12.766 b. I. 14,364 
Belglum 692 Denmark 18 
Malta 468 U.S.A. 17 
Nigeria 273 FijHslands. 14 
Germany (West) 165 Other Countries 8 
c. I. 14,364 Total 14,421 

1 cwt. 50.8 kgs 

English exports 01 hops crop 1968 until March 31st. 1969 = 13,693 cwts. 

ENG LAND 

Cullivation of 
Varietles 

Hop Imports 
Crop 1969 

Hop Exports 
Crop 1969 

17 



U.S.A. 

Hop Market 
U.S.A. 

18 

CALIFORNIA. In the distrlct of Saeramento the growth of the hops was hampered by 
cool weather till the end of June. Thls setback could not be equallzed, even by follow­
ing good weather. The stand of the bines was not as good as in the previous year, the co­
nes could not ripen on the lower third. On the average the hops had to be sprayed three 
limes as a precautlon against pests and diseases. 

Picking started on August 14th and was finished by good weather on September 6th. 

The quallty of the hops was gene rally judged good and graded as folIows: 70 % of gra­
de I, 30 % of grade 11. 

WEST-OREGON. During the growth hops suffered under extremely warm weather con­
dltlons. As a consequence of premature bloom the blnes remalned pointed, so that the 
yield was considerably decreased. Local damage occurred through Red Spider. 

Picklng started on August 1st and was flnlshed on September 10th. During this time ex­
cellent weather speeded up the brlnglng In of the crop. 

Quallty. The cones were of even growth, good colour and were judged as folIows: 
30 % of grade 1,45 % of grade 11 and 25 % of grade 111. 

EAST-OREGON and IDAHO. In this district the plants could develop weil as a conse­
quence of favourable climatlc condilions. Especlally early varlelles showed in general ·an 
excellent stand, so that In splte of a reduced acreage, a larger crop could be obtalned as 
agalnst the year before. On the average four spraylngs agalnst Downy MIldewand about 
two/three sprayings against Inseels were effected. 

Picking started on August 20th and was flnished under good weather on September 
21st. 

As to colour and formalIon of the cones, the quality of the hops was judged better 
than the year before. The crop was graded as folIows: 85 % of grade I, 14 % of grade 11 and 
1 % of grade 111. 

WASHINGTON. In the distrlct of Yakima fine weather in May favoured the growth of 
the hops which, however, was slowed down by cold weather in June, July. Especlally the 
bines of early Clusters were not as strong as usual and remained relatively polnted. Hot 
weather in August beneflted the appearance of Red Spider to such an extent that farmers 
were not in a position to control thls pest. Th is damage led to a further reduction of the 
crop. 

Plcklng gene rally set in on August 15th and was finished by dry and cool weather on 
September 20th. 

Quallty. The uneven cones were of yellowish-green colour, but In respect to the bitter 
value higher than the prevlous year. The crop was graded as folIows: 25 % of grade I, 
50 % of grade 11 and 25 % of grade 111. 

The yields of the Amerlcan hop crop 1969 dlsappolnted In all hop growing districts 
wlth the exception of Idaho and remalned 5 % below the result of the past year. Unfavour­
able cllmatic conditions in August, a loss of 35 % of the Fuggle-crop as a consequence 
of premature bloom, as weil as lower weighing results not only of the Bullions but also of 
early Yakima hops, were the reason for thls reducllon. 

As a result of thls setback and the consequently limited offer for 1969 hops, there was 
a IIvely demand for free available quantltles In SeptembG,". The prlce development started 
at 65 cents plus premium and already reached 70 cents plus premium In October. At this 
time the distrlcts of Idaho, Oregon and Callfornia were sold out. In Washington avallable 
supplles were reduced to about 2,500 bales and because of the firm attitude of farmers, 
there was only IIttie actlvlty until the end of the year. 

The firm prlces of the free market as weil as a noticeably scarce hop supply could not 
be wlthout Influence on future eontraets. Special interest was noticed for crops 1970 and 
1971. 



The lollowing table shows the development 01 the prlces: 

. District Crops 
Prices in cents plus premium 

Oe!. 1969 IDee. 1969 March 1970 

Washington 1970/71172173 70/68/68/- 72170170/69 80177177172 
Idaho 1970171172173 73171171/- -173/73172 -/-/-175 
Oregon (Fuggles) 1970171172173 -/80/-/- -/87/87/85 -/-/93/95 
Oregon (Bullions) 1970171172 -/68/65 -/70/67 -/73172 

As reported in all growing distrlcts the crops 1970/71/72 are sold out. Also crop 1973 
is supposed to be under contract up to 85 % already. 

Due to the urgent demand tor U.S. hops the Hop Marketing Control Board declded on 
February 24th, 1970 in Portland to increase the quota tor crop 1970 trom 75 % to 80 %. 
Likewise an additional quota ot 1 million Ibs. Fuggle hops (approx. 9.000 cwts.) was grant­
ed tor the period ot 6 years 10 overcome the great shortage ot this variety. 

By means ot the deliberately created shortage ot hops, higher prices tor farmers could 
be obtained. On the contrary, however, the delivery ability on the world market was con­
siderably reduced. As statistics show, the gravitation tor supplying the world market with 
hops, has shifted trom the U.S.A. to Europe. 

From September 1st, 1969 until March, 31st, 1970, imports ot hops were as tollows: 

Country Iba. cwts. p. 50 kg 

'Belgium-Luxembourg 305,476 2,771 
Canada 151,349 1,373 
Germany (West) 7,181,608 65,151 
France 490,466 4,450 
Jugoslavia 2,698,987 24,485 

Total 10,827,886 98,230 

From September 1st, 1969 until March, 31st, 1970, exports of hops and extracts were 
as tollows: 

Country Hops Extract Country Hops Extract 
Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. 

Germany (West) 1,342,822 36,927 c. I. 9,058,040 878,312 
Ireland 606,045 - Nicaragua 13,338 -
Belgium-Luxembourg 197,973 22,707 Brltish Gulana 12,015 -
Denmark 105,931 22,156 Netherl.-Gulana 6,504 -
Graat Brltaln 87,853 - Chile 3,086 2,425 
Netherlands 58,201 257,056 Barbados 2,976 1,102 
lIaly 37,809 4,409 EI Salvador - 3,748 
France 29,652 - Gaste Riea - 2,315 
Norway 13.338 772 Amerlca 6,568,385 462,194 
Graeee 13,007 - Nigeria 152,889 -Swltzerland 12,015 48,501 Mozambique 49,273 -Sweden 12,015 - Rep. 01 South Alrlca 47,509 1,984 
Poland 10,913 - Congo-Klnshasa 44,312 -Spaln - 33,179 Ethlopla 24,030 -
Europe 2,527,574 425,708 Cameroons 19,952 -
Canada 2,100,653 - Sierra Leone 19,290 -
Mexlco 1,709,667 304,786 Ghana - 5,511 
Brazll 1,452,942 - Alrlca 357,255 7,495 
Argenlln. 329,698 28,329 Japan 365,853 -
Peru 265,875 - Malaysia. 92,703 5,512 
Colombia 197,201 80,137 Thailand 33,179 -
Bollvla 125,662 - farael 25,243 9,039 
Jamalca ..... 104,719 - South-Korea 12,015 -
Domlnlcan-Republlc 63,272 - Pakistan 6,614 220 
Venezuela 56,658 36,155 Singapore - 16,535 
Paraguay 54,584 - Hongkong - 2,204 
Guatemala. 37,699 3,197 

Aala 535,607 33,510 
Trinidad 31,856 - Other Count ries • 8.598 7,716 
c. f. 9,058,040 878,312 

Total 9,997,420 936,624 
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In the dlstriet 01 KAMLOOPS the cool spring and the extremely hot months 01 May/June 
were unlavourable lor the development 01 the hops. Only on aeeount of moderate tempera­
tures and some abundant rainlalls in July, the hops reaehed the height of the trellises and 
showed a good overhang. Lasting lavourable weather in August benelited the formation of 
the cones and the ripenlng 01 the hops, so that a good erop could be obtained. 

Picking started on September 3rd and was linished under li ne weather on September 
26th. 

The quality 01 the hops was mueh beUer than the year belore. The total erop was judg­
ed grade I. 

In the district 01 SARDIS unlavourable elimatic conditions prevailed during the growing 
period 01 the hops, butstill a sajislying crop could be harvested. To eontrol Downy Mildew 
and Red Spider, one spraying had to be ellected once a week. 

Picking lasted Irom August 26th till October 4th and was especially hampered by 
steady rainlalls. 

Quality. Colour and content 01 lupulin were judged very good. The crop was graded as 
lollows: 95'% 01 grade 1,3 % 01 grade 11,2 % 01 grade 111. On a total acreage 01 966 acres a 
crop 01 1,605,169Ibs. (1,661Ibs. per acre) was harvested. The whole crop was taken over 
by the home breweries who are owners QI the hop yards. 

According to present inlormations unlavourable weather conditions prevailed in the 
_ distriets 01 NAGANO and HOKKAIDO during the growing period. Especially the low tem­
peratures and the high humidity in August prevented a good ripening and closing 01 the 
cones. Damages caused by Iyphoons at the end 01 August as weil as losses due to diseases 
and a spraying material wrongly dosed by the manulacturer essentially contributed to the 
weakest Japanese hop crop in the past live years. 

Plcking slarled at mid-Augusl and was linished al mid-Seplember under oecasional in­
terruptions by rain. 90 % 01 the crop were picked by machines. 

Qualily. The cones were 01 small growth. The bitter value 01 the pas! year could not be 
reached. The crop was judged as folIows: 82.7% 01 grade I, 9.7 % 01 grade 11 and 7.6 % 01 
grade 111. . 

Aceording to contracts the breweries accepted the hops at the lollowing prices: 

Grade I 
Grade 11 
Grade 111 

$118.- per 50 kilos (DM 431.80) 
$ 101.50 per 50kilcis (DM 371.50) 
$ 85.- per 50 kilos (DM 311.10) 

On account 01 the lower crop and the continually rising beer production, the import 
demand as to loreign hops lor the season 1969/70 is estimated to be about 26,000-30,000 
ewts. 

In the districts 01 RIO NEGRO and NEUQUEN hops gene rally eould develop weil. At 
the beginning 01 November the bines reached the height 01 the trellises. Downy Mildewand 
Red Spider were controlled in time. In January 1969 a dry speil set in, causing insullicient 
irrigation 01 the hop yards. Also on the lower part 01 the bines, the eones ripened weil. 

Picking lasted unusually long Irom the end 01 February till the beginning 01 April, as in 
March the bringing in 01 the erop was hampered by strong winds and rain. 95 % 01 the hops 
were picked by mach.ines. . 

The qualily 01 the erop 1969 was equivalent to that 01 the past year. 80% were judged 
grade land 20'% grade 11. Prices paid to larmers were slightly higher than 1968. 

On an acreage of 457 acres 288,803 Ibs. were harvested (632 Ibs. per acre). 



The district of Ihe PROVINCE BUENOS AIRES suffered from unfavourable weather con­
ditions, especially during spring. The setback eXisting since the beginning of the growlh, 
could not be recovered later. The Verlicillium Will appeared on about 15"% of Ihe acreage. 
Eighl sprayings againsl Downy Mildew were" necessary. 

Picking lasled from March 121h to March 22nd 1969.The sm all crop of 19,841Ibs. which 
had grown on hop yards sized 86 acres (229Ibs. per acre) was only of middling quality. 

Crop1970 

From the Southern Hemisphere, where Ihe crop is harvested in February/March each 
year, Ihe following information has come 10 hand. 

The growth of the hops was retarded by lasting hot and dry weather until the end of REPUBLIC OF 
February. The bines developed generally a weak overhang and where insufficient irrigation SOUTH AFRICA 
water was available, they could not reach the height of the trellises. Against Red Spider on 
the average once a week one spraying had to be effected. 

Picking started on February 9th and was linished on March 20th. 33 % of Ihe crop were 
picked by one machine. For the rest great scarcity of pickers prevailed. 

Quality. The hops of crop 1970 were of good colour, but as a consequence of dry 
weather, however, lacked weight. The bitter value was below average. The crop was grad­
ed as folIows: 63% of grade I, 35 % 01 grade 11 and 2 % of grade 111. On an acreage of 306 
acres, a crop of 135,142Ibs. was harvested (1,091Ibs. per acre). Prices paid to farmers were 
between 55 and 60 cents per Ib. (DM 310.-/337.- per 50 kilos net). 

During the growing period 1969/70 the warmest weather on record was registered in NEW ZEALAND 
this counlry. From November up 10 the end of January, day and night temperatures were 
weil above average. On account of dryness hop yards had to be irrigated wh ich was espe-
cially favourable for yards on lighter soils. The bines reached the height of the trellises by 
mid-December and showed a medium overhang. Bloom developed already al the beg in-
ning of February, somewhat earlier than usua!. 

Pleking slarted in Ihe second hall of February and was finished within Ihree weeks 
under generally nice weather conditions. Almost the whole crop was picked by machines. 

The quallty of the hops was judged not as good as in the year before. The crop was 
graded as folIows: 3.5% of grade I, 44.2% 01 grade 11, 48.4 % 01 grade 111 and 3.9 % of 
grade IV. 

On a somewhat enlarged total acreage of 615 acres, a crop 01 1,055,452 Ibs. was harv­
ested (1,716Ibs., per acre). For hops of grade land the variety "Smoothcone" a premium of 
2 cents per Ib. (DM 8.84 per 50 kilos net) was paid. 

GERMANY. In all growing districts the warm and sultry weather during the past four 
weeks in connection with thunder-showers benelited the growth of the plants. The hops 
reached the height of the trellises with partly overhang, and thus the delay in growth, caus­
ed by very cool weather in spring, was equalized. The development of laterals is good and 
vigorous. The appearance of Downy Mildewand aphids is carelully controlled. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. The delay in growth was mostly equalized by favourable weather. 
The hops reached the height of the trellises and the heallh condition of hop yards is satis­
fying as weil. 

YUGOSLAVIA. Warm and sunny wealher in June favoured the delayed growth of the 
plants remarkably. The hops reached the height of the treUises and anormal further devel-
opment can be expected. " 
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FRANCE-ALSACE. The hops reached the height of the trellises and show a .good 
development 01 laterals. In the South-Western district 01 Hagenau, a heavy hallst(lrm on 
June 19th, 1970, caused great damages in the hop yards. Partly the whole wirework was 
totally deslroyed. The crop loss can not be foreseen yet. 

BELGIUM. Aparl Irom a lew exceplions Ihe sland 01 Ihe planls is salislaclory. Disea­
ses aild pests are carelully conlrolled. 

U.S.A. According 10 reports in hand Ihe sland 01 Ihe planls in all growing distriels Is 
normal and good. Farmers do everylhing 10 guaranlee a good crop. 

The aspecls lor a good hop crop 1970 are presenl up till now and II can only be hoped 
Ihat Ihis expeclation will not be disappolnted. 

July 71h, 1970 JOH. BARTH 8< SOHN 

The compllatlon of thls report has been madB posslble In many InstancBS by data supplled Irom observers 
in many countries whlch Is hereby gratefully acknowledged. 


